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Since the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the
previously well-established organisation of world politics has been thrown into
disarray. While during the Cold War, the bipolarity of the world gave other
powers a defined structure within which to vie for power, influence and material
wealth, the current global political landscape has been transformed by a diffusion
of power. As a result, the world has seen the rise of sub-national or quasi-/non-
state actors, such as Hezbollah, al-Qaeda and the movement that calls itself
Islamic State, or ISIS. These dramatic geopolitical shifts have heavily impacted
state-society relationships, power and authority in the international system. Weak
States, Strong Societies analyses the effect of these developments on the new
world order, arguing that the framework of ‘weak state, strong society’ appears
even more applicable to the contemporary global landscape than it did during the
Cold War. Focusing on a range of regional contexts, the book explores what
constitutes a weak or strong state. It will be essential reading for specialists in
politics and international relations, whether students or academic researchers.
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Since the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the previously well-established
organisation of world politics has been thrown into disarray. While during the Cold War, the bipolarity of the
world gave other powers a defined structure within which to vie for power, influence and material wealth,
the current global political landscape has been transformed by a diffusion of power. As a result, the world
has seen the rise of sub-national or quasi-/non-state actors, such as Hezbollah, al-Qaeda and the movement
that calls itself Islamic State, or ISIS. These dramatic geopolitical shifts have heavily impacted state-society
relationships, power and authority in the international system. Weak States, Strong Societies analyses the
effect of these developments on the new world order, arguing that the framework of ‘weak state, strong
society’ appears even more applicable to the contemporary global landscape than it did during the Cold War.
Focusing on a range of regional contexts, the book explores what constitutes a weak or strong state. It will be
essential reading for specialists in politics and international relations, whether students or academic
researchers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Amin Saikal is Director of the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies and Professor of Political Science at the
Australian National University. He has been a visiting fellow at the University of Cambridge and Princeton
University, as well as at Sussex University’s Institute of Development Studies. He has also been a
Rockefeller Foundation Fellow in International Relations. He was awarded the Order of Australia (AM) in
2006. He is the author of a number of works on the Middle East, Central Asia and Russia, including Islam
and the West: Conflict or Cooperation? (2003); The Rise and Fall of the Shah: Iran from Autocracy to
Religious Rule (2009), Modern Afghanistan: A History of Struggle and Survival (I.B.Tauris, revised 2012),
Zone of Crisis: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran and Iraq (I.B.Tauris, 20104) and editor of Democracy and
Reform in the Middle East and Asia: Social Protest and Authoritarian Rule after the Arab Spring (I.B.Tauris,
2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loren Velasco:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Weak States, Strong Societies: Power and Authority in the
New World Order (Library of International Relations).

Robert Hightower:

This Weak States, Strong Societies: Power and Authority in the New World Order (Library of International
Relations) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Weak States, Strong Societies: Power and
Authority in the New World Order (Library of International Relations) without we recognize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Weak States,
Strong Societies: Power and Authority in the New World Order (Library of International Relations) can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Weak States, Strong Societies: Power and Authority in the New
World Order (Library of International Relations) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.



John Collins:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Weak States, Strong
Societies: Power and Authority in the New World Order (Library of International Relations) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Jessica Duncan:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Weak States, Strong Societies: Power and Authority in the New World
Order (Library of International Relations) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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