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These three plays by the great comic playwright Aristophanes (c. 446-386 BCE),
the well-known Lysistrata, and the less familiar Women at the Thesmophoria and
Assemblywomen, are the earliest surviving portrayals of contemporary women in
the European literary tradition. These plays provide a unique glimpse of women
not only in their familiar domestic roles but also in relation to household and city,
religion and government, war and peace, theater and festival, and, of course, to
men.

This freshly revised edition presents, for the first time in a single volume, all
three plays in faithful modern translations that preserve intact Aristophanes’
blunt and often obscene language, sparkling satire, political provocation, and
beguiling fantasy. Alongside the translations are ample introductions and notes
covering the politically engaged genre of Aristophanic comedy in general and
issues of sex and gender in particular, which have been fully updated since the
first edition in light of recent scholarship. An appendix contains fragments of lost
plays of Aristophanes that also featured women, and an up-to-date bibliography
provides guidance for further exploration.

In addition to their timeless humor and biting satire, the plays are unique and
invaluable documents in the history of western sexuality and gender, and they
offer strikingly prescient speculations about the social and political future of the
female sex.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jeffrey Henderson is Professor of Classical Studies at Boston University. He is the author of The Maculate
Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy and a critical edition, with commentary, of Aristophanes'
Lysistrata, as well as numerous essays and articles on Aristophanes, Old Comedy and its social and historical
background.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Three Plays by
Aristophanes: Staging Women (New Classical Canon)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Brian Wilson:

Often the book Three Plays by Aristophanes: Staging Women (New Classical Canon) will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Three Plays by Aristophanes: Staging Women
(New Classical Canon) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Esther Ponce:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Three Plays by Aristophanes: Staging
Women (New Classical Canon) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Lori Morgan:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just



spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Three Plays by Aristophanes: Staging Women (New Classical Canon).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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