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The political hypocrisy and personal horrors of one of the most repressive anti-
abortion regimes in history came to the world's attention soon after the fall of
Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. Photographs of orphans with vacant eyes,
sad faces, and wasted bodies circled the globe, as did alarming maternal mortality
statistics and heart-breaking details of a devastating infant AIDS epidemic. Gail
Kligman's chilling ethnography—of the state and of the politics of
reproduction—is the first in-depth examination of this extreme case of political
intervention into the most intimate aspects of everyday life.

Ceausescu's reproductive policies, among which the banning of abortion was
central, affected the physical and emotional well-being not only of individual
men, women, children, and families but also of society as a whole. Sexuality,
intimacy, and fertility control were fraught with fear, which permeated daily life
and took a heavy moral toll as lying and dissimulation transformed both
individuals and the state. This powerful study is based on moving interviews with
women and physicians as well as on documentary and archival material. In
addition to discussing the social implications and human costs of restrictive
reproductive legislation, Kligman explores the means by which reproductive
issues become embedded in national and international agendas. She concludes
with a review of the lessons the rest of the world can learn from Romania's tragic
experience.
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The political hypocrisy and personal horrors of one of the most repressive anti-abortion regimes in history
came to the world's attention soon after the fall of Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. Photographs of
orphans with vacant eyes, sad faces, and wasted bodies circled the globe, as did alarming maternal mortality
statistics and heart-breaking details of a devastating infant AIDS epidemic. Gail Kligman's chilling
ethnography—of the state and of the politics of reproduction—is the first in-depth examination of this
extreme case of political intervention into the most intimate aspects of everyday life.

Ceausescu's reproductive policies, among which the banning of abortion was central, affected the physical
and emotional well-being not only of individual men, women, children, and families but also of society as a
whole. Sexuality, intimacy, and fertility control were fraught with fear, which permeated daily life and took a
heavy moral toll as lying and dissimulation transformed both individuals and the state. This powerful study is
based on moving interviews with women and physicians as well as on documentary and archival material. In
addition to discussing the social implications and human costs of restrictive reproductive legislation,
Kligman explores the means by which reproductive issues become embedded in national and international
agendas. She concludes with a review of the lessons the rest of the world can learn from Romania's tragic
experience.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Essentially an ethnography about politics, public policy, and lived experience, this timely analysis of the
Orwellian tragedy of Ceausescu's Romania is superbly researched—a cross-disciplinary contribution of
immense value and wide interest that in places almost reads like a novel."—Henry P. David, author of Born
Unwanted

From the Back Cover
"Essentially an ethnography about politics, public policy, and lived experience, this timely analysis of the
Orwellian tragedy of Ceausescu's Romania is superbly researched--a cross-disciplinary contribution of
immense value and wide interest that in places almost reads like a novel."--Henry P. David, author of "Born
Unwanted

About the Author

Gail Kligman is Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles, and author of The
Wedding of the Dead: Ritual, Poetics, and Popular Culture in Transylvania (California, 1988).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pearl Norris:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania
(Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania
(Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in
Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gretchen Meehan:

This The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in
Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) can



be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Laura Buscher:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s
Romania (Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
provides high quality.

Ruth Lowry:

Why? Because this The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania
(Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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