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On the eve of her ninth birthday, unassuming Rose Edelstein bites into her
mother's homemade lemon-chocolate cake and discovers she has a magical gift:
she can taste her mother’s emotions in the slice. To her horror, she finds that her
cheerful mother tastes of despair. Soon, she’s  privy to the secret knowledge that
most families keep hidden: her father’s detachment, her mother’s transgression,
her brother’s increasing retreat from the world. But there are some family secrets
that even her cursed taste buds can’t discern.
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On the eve of her ninth birthday, unassuming Rose Edelstein bites into her mother's homemade lemon-
chocolate cake and discovers she has a magical gift: she can taste her mother’s emotions in the slice. To her
horror, she finds that her cheerful mother tastes of despair. Soon, she’s  privy to the secret knowledge that
most families keep hidden: her father’s detachment, her mother’s transgression, her brother’s increasing
retreat from the world. But there are some family secrets that even her cursed taste buds can’t discern.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Taking her very personal brand of pessimistic magical realism to new heights (or depths), Bender's second
novel (following An Invisible Sign of My Own) careens splendidly through an obstacle course of
pathological, fantastical neuroses. Bender's narrator is young, needy Rose Edelstein, who can literally taste
the emotions of whoever prepares her food, giving her unwanted insight into other people's secret emotional
lives—including her mother's, whose lemon cake betrays a deep dissatisfaction. Rose's father and brother
also possess odd gifts, the implications of which Bender explores with a loving and detailed eye while
following Rose from third grade through adulthood. Bender has been called a fabulist, but emerges as more a
spelunker of the human soul; carefully burrowing through her characters' layered disorders and abilities,
Bender plumbs an emotionally crippled family with power and authenticity. Though Rose's gift can seem
superfluous at times, and Bender's gustative insights don't have the sensual potency readers might crave, this
coming-of-age story makes a bittersweet dish, brimming with a zesty, beguiling talent. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Surprisingly, only a couple of critics mentioned that The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake is a derivative of
Like Water for Chocolate, though Bender reverses Laura Esquivel's premise. But even those who noted the
similarity praised Bender's original take on love, sorrow, and relationships and her surreal, sumptuous
writing, particularly in her descriptions of food (only one critic faulted some awkward prose). Still, the novel
garnered mixed reviews. Some critics disliked Rose's brother's characterization and the novel's lack of
emotional tension, despite its plot. And many felt that the second half of the novel lacked direction and failed
to take the fairy-tale elements to a deeper level. Readers willing to suspend their disbelief, however, will find
much to enjoy here.

From Booklist
Eating the cake her mother has prepared for her ninth birthday, Rose Edelstein discovers she has a gift: she
can taste her mother’s emotions in the food she prepares. Soon, every bite Rose takes is filled with
feelings—not just her mother’s but those of other people as well—and what might have been a gift becomes
a burden and then, perhaps, a curse. Because this is a novel rooted in family, Rose will learn that she is not
the only Edelstein with a peculiar gift or burden. How she and others learn to cope—or not, as the case may
be—is the small, sad story Rose shares. Bender’s earlier work has often been described as surrealistic;
however, this novel seems more informed by a kind of magical realism that struggles with transformation
and sometimes—fleetingly—succeeds, as in the case of the novel’s vividly realized Los Angeles setting. But
the effect soon fades, and the reader is left only with a lingering feeling of emptiness and the realization that
sadness tastes a lot like bitterness. --Michael Cart

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ira Gonzalez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The
Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cakeis one of several books which everyone read
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now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Patricia Koop:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Julian Eaton:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Marianne Button:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get prior to. The The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake giving you a different experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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