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When oral culture becomes literate, in what way does human consciousness itself
change? And how does the new form of communication affect the content and
meaning of texts? In this book, one of the most original and penetrating thinkers
in Greek studies describes the transformation from orality to literacy in classical
times and reflects upon its continued meaning for us today.
“Fresh insights into the orality-literacy shift in human consciousness from one
who has long been studying this shift in ancient Greece and has now brought his
vast learning and reflections to bear on our own times. This book is for a wide
audience and calls for thoroughly rethinking current views on language, thought,
and society from classical scholarship through modern philosophy, anthropology,
and poststructuralism.”—Walter J. Ong
“All in all, we have in this book the summary statement of one of the great
pioneers in the study of oral and literate culture, fascinating in its scope and
rewarding in its sophistication. As have his other works, this book will contribute
mightily to curing the biases resulting from our own literacy.”—J. Peter Denny,
Canadian Journal of Linguistics
“An extremely useful summary and extension of the revisionist thinking of Eric
Havelock, whom most classicists and comparatists would rank among the
premier classical scholars of the last three decades. . . . The book presents
important (though controversial) ideas in. . . an available format.”—Choice
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present.The intention of this book is to present a
unified picture of a crisis that occurred in the history of human communication, when Greek orality
transformed itself into Greek literacy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Wilson:

The book The Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the best thing like a book The Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on Orality and Literacy from
Antiquity to the Present? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present has simple shape
but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Yvonne Tetrault:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Muse Learns to Write:
Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present to read.

Samantha Bond:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present.



Alice Scales:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on
Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book The Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the
Present has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading this.
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