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A New York Times Book Review EDITORS' CHOICE. 

From the National Book Critics Circle Award-winning author of Motherless
Brooklyn, comes the vividly told story of Dylan Ebdus growing up white and
motherless in downtown Brooklyn in the 1970s. In a neighborhood where the
entertainments include muggings along with games of stoopball, Dylan has one
friend, a black teenager, also motherless, named Mingus Rude. Through the
knitting and unraveling of the boys' friendship, Lethem creates an
overwhelmingly rich and emotionally gripping canvas of race and class,
superheros, gentrification, funk, hip-hop, graffiti tagging, loyalty, and memory. 

"A tour de force.... Belongs to a venerable New York literary tradition that
stretches back through Go Tell It on the Mountain, A Walker in the City, and Call
it Sleep." --The New York Times Magazine

"One of the richest, messiest, most ambitious, most interesting novels of the
year.... Lethem grabs and captures 1970s New York City, and he brings it to a
story worth telling." --Time
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
If there still remains any doubt, this novel confirms Lethem's status as the poet of Brooklyn and of
motherless boys. Projected through the prism of race relations, black music and pop art, Lethem's stunning,
disturbing and authoritatively observed narrative covers three decades of turbulent events on Dean Street,
Brooklyn. When Abraham and Rachel Ebdus arrive there in the early 1970s, they are among the first whites
to venture into a mainly black neighborhood that is just beginning to be called Boerum Hill. Abraham is a
painter who abandons his craft to construct tiny, virtually indistinguishable movie frames in which nothing
happens. Ex-hippie Rachel, a misguided liberal who will soon abandon her family, insists on sending their
son, Dylan, to public school, where he stands out like a white flag. Desperately lonely, regularly attacked and
abused by the black kids ("yoked," in the parlance), Dylan is saved by his unlikely friendship with his
neighbor Mingus Rude, the son of a once-famous black singer, Barnett Rude Jr., who is now into cocaine
and rage at the world. The story of Dylan and Mingus, both motherless boys, is one of loyalty and betrayal,
and eventually different paths in life. Dylan will become a music journalist, and Mingus, for all his
intelligence, kindness, verbal virtuosity and courage, will wind up behind bars. Meanwhile, the plot manages
to encompass pop music from punk rock to rap, avant-garde art, graffiti, drug use, gentrification, the New
York prison system-and to sing a vibrant, sometimes heartbreaking ballad of Brooklyn throughout. Lethem
seems to have devoured the '70s, '80s and '90s-inhaled them whole-and he reproduces them faithfully on the
page, in prose as supple as silk and as bright, explosive and illuminating as fireworks. Scary and funny and
seriously surreal, the novel hurtles on a trajectory that feels inevitable. By the time Dylan begins to break out
of the fortress of solitude that has been his life, readers have shared his pain and understood his dreams.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Dylan Ebdus is a white kid on a black-and-brown street. As he struggles through public school in 1970s
Brooklyn, he is "yoked"--put in a headlock--and frisked for change on a daily basis. Testing into a good
Manhattan school, he steps into a long-lasting role: vulnerable among street kids, he's street-smart compared
to his new, privileged pals, and loathes himself as a poseur with both crowds. When he finds a ring that
grants the power of flight, he's afraid to use it, but his black friend, Mingus, is not. They try their hand at
crime fighting, but like many teenage endeavors, the project fizzles out. Lethem is a tremendous writer, and
in the first half he uses magnificent language to capture the complexity of a child's worldview. When he
jump-cuts to Dylan's adulthood, however, his switch to a more conventional narrative style is disappointing.
The story regains momentum when Dylan rediscovers the ring and a new power it offers, then returns to his
old street and ponders a sacrifice: whether to give the ring to the boy who yoked him the most. Lethem
explores many avenues: the origins of gentrification, the development of soul music, the genealogy of
graffiti, the seeds of the crack epidemic. The different concepts converge in the closing pages, but this often-
excellent novel labors under the weight of its ambition. Keir Graff
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Magnificent. . . . [A] massively ambitious, profoundly accomplished novel.” – San Francisco Chronicle

"Glorious, chaotic, raw. . . . One of the richest, messiest, most ambitious, most interesting novels of the year.
. . . Lethem grabs and captures 1970s New York City, and he brings to it a story worth telling." --Time

"A tour de force . . . Belongs to a venerable New York literary tradition that stretches back through Go Tell

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


it On the Mountain, A Walker in the City, and Call it Sleep." --The New York Times

“The finest novel of the year, by far, and likely of the past five. . . . Better than a movie, better than a
symphony, better than a play, and better than a painting, because it is all of them.” –Austin Chronicle

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

The book The Fortress of Solitude can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Fortress of Solitude? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book The Fortress of Solitude has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lucinda Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Fortress of Solitude is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Leo Rizer:

Exactly why? Because this The Fortress of Solitude is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jon Harrill:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. The Fortress of Solitude can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who
have those short extra time problems.
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