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Adaptation constitutes the driving force of contemporary culture, with stories
adapted across an array of media formats. However, adaptation studies has been
concerned almost exclusively with textual analysis, in particular with compare-
and-contrast studies of individual novel and film pairings. This has left almost
completely unexamined crucial questions of how adaptations come to be made,
what are the industries with the greatest stake in making them, and who the
decision-makers are in the adaptation process. The Adaptation Industry re-
imagines adaptation not as an abstract process, but as a material industry. It
presents the adaptation industry as a cultural economy of six interlocking
institutions, stakeholders and decision-makers all engaged in the actual business
of adapting texts: authors; agents; publishers; book prize committees;
scriptwriters; and screen producers and distributors. Through trading in
intellectual property rights to cultural works, these six nodal points in the
adaptation network are tightly interlinked, with success for one party potentially
auguring for success in other spheres. But marked rivalries between these
institutional forces also exist, with competition characterizing every aspect of the
adaptation process. This book constructs an overdue sociology of contemporary
literary adaptation, never losing sight of the material and institutional dimensions
of this powerful process.
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Adaptation constitutes the driving force of contemporary culture, with stories adapted across an array of
media formats. However, adaptation studies has been concerned almost exclusively with textual analysis, in
particular with compare-and-contrast studies of individual novel and film pairings. This has left almost
completely unexamined crucial questions of how adaptations come to be made, what are the industries with
the greatest stake in making them, and who the decision-makers are in the adaptation process.
The Adaptation Industry re-imagines adaptation not as an abstract process, but as a material industry. It
presents the adaptation industry as a cultural economy of six interlocking institutions, stakeholders and
decision-makers all engaged in the actual business of adapting texts: authors; agents; publishers; book prize
committees; scriptwriters; and screen producers and distributors. Through trading in intellectual property
rights to cultural works, these six nodal points in the adaptation network are tightly interlinked, with success
for one party potentially auguring for success in other spheres. But marked rivalries between these
institutional forces also exist, with competition characterizing every aspect of the adaptation process. This
book constructs an overdue sociology of contemporary literary adaptation, never losing sight of the material
and institutional dimensions of this powerful process.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Simone Murray’s book makes good on its promise to materialize adaptation studies.  Murray frees
the study of adaptation from its most persistent and constraining orthodoxies: the reliance on text-
based analysis, the preoccupation with issues of fidelity, the privileging of individual over institutional
agency. The Adaptation Industry gives us the first systematic examination of the way adaptations are
produced: not as versions or translations of an original, nor as mere mediations between properly
artistic fields of practice, but as a cultural form in their own right – and one whose ascendency in our
time has not, until now, been at all adequately appreciated. This is a game-changing book which no
one interested in cultural theory or the contemporary narrative arts can afford to ignore." - James F.
English, University of Pennsylvania, USA

'This book is the culmination of Murray's investigations and a powerful argument for reconfiguration
of scholarly practice in studying the convergent media industry within which adaptation is practiced.
It is informed by her close industrial observation and traces the roles of the six stakeholder groups she
identifies: authors, agents, publishers, festival directors, literary prize-giving committees and film
producers and distributors.' - Frances Bonner, Script and Print

"Murray’s industrial approach of literature definitely opens up new avenues for literary studies." -
Patrick Cattrysse, Translation (a transdisciplinary journal)

"Murray's book offers a timely sociology and a political economy of the industry-topics that have been
touched upon by scholars, yet, never so thoroughly or in such satisfying detail. As such, it provides an
excellent and very useful synopsis of how we got here, as well as a platform for moving forward to a
study of the industry that gives us the adaptations that are raison d'etre for what we do."- Joyce
Goggin, Adaptation (international journal)

"Murray has provided a compelling conceptual framework and richly-described account of the
contemporary cultural economy. In particular, she dispenses with the notion that the prestige of the
original work of fiction and the commercial success of its screen adaptation are somehow separate or
at odds. Anyone with any lingering misconceptions about the often symbiotic relationship between
economic and symbolic capital in the cultural field needs to read The Adaptation Industry-now." -Casey
Brienza, London School of Economics Review of Books

"Murray’s key point is thought-provoking. With literary material now being produced in multifaceted
ways, authorial reputation can draw audiences across media platforms in ways that are increasingly
important for cultural success.[…] Books are part of a larger media economy, and The Adaptation
Industry offers astute insights into how that economy works." -David Finkelstein, Times Literary
Supplement

"Simone Murray makes a major contribution to adaptation studies scholarship by developing a
methodology focused on production-centered questions of how adaptations get made, rather than the
field’s more traditional interest in semiotic questions of how adaptations make meaning. Her method



combines facets of book history, political economy, and cultural theory to arrive at a nuanced circuit
model in the vein of Robert Darnton’s famous approach to the book trade. Murray’s circuit, however,
focuses on the increasing convergence of media industries in the last thirty years, chiefly with respect
to book and film productions, but also with the occasional nod towards comics and video games.[…]
Thanks to her hybrid method, The Adaptation Industry will prove valuable to literary and film scholars
as well as cultural and book historians." – Nico Dicecco, Simon Fraser University

"Murray's work is designed to open the eyes of academics who have been trained in the worship of the
book as autonomous, aesthetic reality and who still content themselves with comparing the texts with
their cinematic counterparts in a sterile face-off.  The adaptation industry is indeed a reality, and a
flourishing one at that...Let's not mince words: The Adaptation Industry is likely to entirely
restructure this field of research and thus redeem the status of adaptation studies as the poor cousin to
literary and film studies.  Several important works in the field have come out of the UK and US in
recent years;...We can, however, consider Murray's The Adaptation Industry to be a pioneering
work." – Jean-Louis Jeannelle, Critique

"Simone Murray’s ground-breaking 2012 monograph The Adaptation Industry offers new perspectives
on how to broaden and deepen the reach of adaptation studies. [...] Murray’s study contributes
significantly to showcasing the interdisciplinary potential of adaptation studies as well as its aptness
for studying the arts from a sociological perspective that puts aesthetics and other traditional concerns
of humanities scholarship into a larger frame. Ideally, then, this frame allows for more
multidimensional analyses of culture, cultural artefacts, and cultural values." --Nassim
WinnieBalestrini, Kritikon Litterarum

"[T]he most fascinating book on the subject is now indisputably The Adaptation Industry Simone
Murray (Routledge, 2011). I should add here (and far from being the only observation of the sort):
'Not yet
translated in France, alas'." --Jan Baetens, University of Leuven

"Simone Murray’s The Adaptation Industry contributes new insights and perspectives on a number of
important issues about how adaptations work in the twenty-first-century book market. She shows how
the book and film industries increasingly interact with each other and how the road from novel to film
is characterized by systematics and consciously designed structures rather than a random course of
events. The survey highlight is the chapter on book fairs and film festivals, as well as the line of
argument about the increasing importance of intellectual property rights for the book market... The
study is recommended reading for all those interested in the book world of today." --Karl Berglund,
Uppsala University for Samlaren, 2014

About the Author

Simone Murray is Senior Lecturer in Communications and Media Studies at Monash University, Melbourne.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.



Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of
Contemporary Literary Adaptation (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Theresa Piercy:

This The Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of Contemporary Literary Adaptation (Routledge
Research in Cultural and Media Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of
Contemporary Literary Adaptation (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) can be one of many
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of Contemporary Literary Adaptation (Routledge Research in
Cultural and Media Studies) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kenton Marshall:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Adaptation Industry: The
Cultural Economy of Contemporary Literary Adaptation (Routledge Research in Cultural and Media
Studies) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit,
it is possible to pick The Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of Contemporary Literary Adaptation
(Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) become your personal starter.

Dean Herbert:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Adaptation Industry: The Cultural Economy of Contemporary Literary Adaptation
(Routledge Research in Cultural and Media Studies) offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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