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Hunter S. Thompson's legions of fans have waited a decade for this book.

They will not be disappointed. His notorious  Screwjack is as salacious,
unsettling, and brutally lyrical as it has been rumored to be since the private
printing in 1991 of three hundred fine collectors' copies and twenty-six leather-
bound presentation copies. Only the first of the three pieces included here --
"Mescalito," published in Thompson's 1990 collection Songs of the Doomed --
has been available to the public, making the trade edition of Screwjack a major
publishing event.
"We live in a jungle of pending disasters," Thompson warns in "Mescalito," a
chronicle of his first mescaline experience and what it sparked in him while he
was alone in an L.A. hotel room in February 1969 -- including a bout of paranoia
that would have made most people just scream no, once and for all. But for
Thompson, along with the downside came a burst of creativity too powerful to
ignore. The result is a poetic, perceptive, and wildly funny stream-of-
consciousness take on 1969 America as only Hunter S. Thompson could see it.
Screwjack just gets weirder with its second offering, "Death of a Poet." As
Thompson describes this trailer-park confrontation with the dark side of a
deservingly doomed friend: "Whoops, I thought. Welcome to the night train."
The heart of the collection lies in its final, title piece, an unnaturally poignant
love story. What makes the romantic tale "Screwjack" so touching, for all its
queerness, is the aching melancholy in its depiction of the modern man's burden:
that "we are doomed. Mama has gone off to Real Estate School
...and after that maybe even to Law School. We will never see her again."
Ostensibly written by Raoul Duke, "Screwjack" begins with an editor's note
explaining of Thompson's alter ego that "the first few lines contain no warning of
the madness and fear and lust that came more and more to plague him and
dominate his life...." "I am guilty, Lord," Thompson writes, "but I am also a lover
-- and I am one of your best people, as you know; and yea tho I have walked in
many strange shadows and acted crazy from time to time and even drooled on
many High Priests, I have not been an embarrassment to you...."
Nor has Hunter S. Thompson been to American literature. Quite the contrary:
What the legendary Gonzo journalist proves with Screwjack is just how brilliant
a prose stylist he really is, amid all the hilarity. As Thompson puts it in his
introduction, the three stories here "build like Bolero to a faster & wilder climax
that will drag the reader relentlessly up a hill, & then drop him off a cliff....That
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is the Desired Effect".
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Hunter S. Thompson was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky. His books include Hell's Angels, Fear and
Loathing at Rolling Stone, Fear and Loathing on the Campaign Trail '72, The Rum Diary, and Better than
Sex. He died in February 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

This Screwjack: A Short Story book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Screwjack: A
Short Story without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Screwjack: A Short Story can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Screwjack: A Short Story having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Kathleen Edwards:

This Screwjack: A Short Story is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Screwjack: A Short Story
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Phyllis Greenfield:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list will be Screwjack: A Short Story. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this book you can get many advantages.



Tara Winston:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Screwjack: A Short Story as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Screwjack: A
Short Story to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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