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This is a concise, comprehensive, and accessible introduction to the philosophy
of biology written by a leading authority on the subject. Geared to philosophers,
biologists, and students of both, the book provides sophisticated and innovative
coverage of the central topics and many of the latest developments in the field.
Emphasizing connections between biological theories and other areas of
philosophy, and carefully explaining both philosophical and biological terms,
Peter Godfrey-Smith discusses the relation between philosophy and science;
examines the role of laws, mechanistic explanation, and idealized models in
biological theories; describes evolution by natural selection; and assesses
attempts to extend Darwin's mechanism to explain changes in ideas, culture, and
other phenomena. Further topics include functions and teleology, individuality
and organisms, species, the tree of life, and human nature. The book closes with
detailed, cutting-edge treatments of the evolution of cooperation, of information
in biology, and of the role of communication in living systems at all scales.

Authoritative and up-to-date, this is an essential guide for anyone interested in
the important philosophical issues raised by the biological sciences.
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This is a concise, comprehensive, and accessible introduction to the philosophy of biology written by a
leading authority on the subject. Geared to philosophers, biologists, and students of both, the book provides
sophisticated and innovative coverage of the central topics and many of the latest developments in the field.
Emphasizing connections between biological theories and other areas of philosophy, and carefully explaining
both philosophical and biological terms, Peter Godfrey-Smith discusses the relation between philosophy and
science; examines the role of laws, mechanistic explanation, and idealized models in biological theories;
describes evolution by natural selection; and assesses attempts to extend Darwin's mechanism to explain
changes in ideas, culture, and other phenomena. Further topics include functions and teleology, individuality
and organisms, species, the tree of life, and human nature. The book closes with detailed, cutting-edge
treatments of the evolution of cooperation, of information in biology, and of the role of communication in
living systems at all scales.

Authoritative and up-to-date, this is an essential guide for anyone interested in the important philosophical
issues raised by the biological sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2014

"Tracing the history of the great debates and ideas that punctuated this specialty, Peter Godfrey-Smith offers
a clear and accessible introduction, which extends to the review of its current key issues. This book will
interest course philosophers and biologists, but also sociologists and psychologists, as the issues come from
classic biology and philosophy."--Romaric Jannel, Liens Socio

"Peter Godfrey-Smith's Philosophy of Biology . . . [is] a great way to get up to speed on all the issues that
working biologists love to debate amongst themselves. . . . [N]on-specialists should not be put off. Godfrey-
Smith's style is engaging, almost conversational."--John Farrell, Forbes.com

"Here, Godfrey-Smith, a prominent and prolific scholar working in the field, delivers an elegant and
stimulating analysis of key areas in the life sciences where conceptual questions arise regularly. . . . Godfrey-
Smith provides an exemplar of expositional clarity and philosophical insight for those who would imitate his
approach in these domains."--Choice

"[O]ne of the very best textbooks in its field."--Brian Garvey, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

"[A]lthough it is too brief to be the only text for any course, it would be a perfect addition to or foundation
for the reading list for many. And no practicing biologist who reads it is likely to think her time was
wasted."--W. Ford Doolittle, Current Biology

"Philosophy of Biology can be recommended mainly as an excellent resource for teachers. They will find an
up to date overview of important topics and can rely on the further reading sections to supplement this
volume with additional material."--Christina Behme, Metapsychology

"Philosophy of Biology is a valuable addition to the introductions already out there, and one that stands out in
many ways."--Joeri Witteveen, History and Philosophy of Life Sciences

From the Back Cover

"This accessible book does justice both to the subject and the reader. With admirable clarity, Peter Godfrey-
Smith demonstrates why the philosophy of biology is one of the most exciting areas in contemporary
philosophy."--Philip Kitcher, Columbia University

"This is a provocative and exciting look at many of the central issues in the philosophy of biology. Godfrey-
Smith's book will shape the philosophical discussion for many years to come."--Michael Weisberg,
University of Pennsylvania

"Clearly written and up to date, this valuable book provides a really useful overview of the philosophy of
biology, as well as some distinctive arguments. Perhaps uniquely, the book succeeds in presenting its topics
as clearly philosophical while engaging the relevant biology."--John Dupré, University of Exeter



About the Author
Peter Godfrey-Smith is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at the CUNY Graduate Center. He is the
author of "Theory and Reality: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Science" and "Darwinian Populations
and Natural Selection."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yolanda Osuna:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy), you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Lily Pawlak:

The actual book Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy) has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Jennifer Mendoza:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Philosophy
of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of Contemporary
Philosophy) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ida Shrout:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Philosophy of Biology (Princeton
Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of



reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Philosophy of Biology (Princeton Foundations of
Contemporary Philosophy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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