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Modernity is back on sociology's agenda. From the beginnings of sociology as an
academic discipline, questions surrounding the meaning and consequences of
modernity have fascinated generations of sociologists. The initial interest in the
concept was inspired by a sense of a deep rupture (and crisis) afflicting European
society, a sense that society was approaching something fundamentally different
from the past, an entirely new form of societal organization that bore little
resemblance to anything known before. Where exactly this transformation was
headed was by no means clear, but around the 18th century a growing number of
European intellectuals and scholars realized that the changes that had been in the
making since the late 15th century were irreversible and could not be contained
in any particular region or confined to particular sectors of society, but would
ultimately transform all spheres of life. Like other thinkers, sociologists observed
this transformation with awe, and their attitude towards it has always been
ambivalent. The 20th century, during which modernity gradually began to break
through globally, was also a century during which many sociologists became
increasingly disillusioned with the promises of 'the modern project'. But with the
exhaustion of the energies of 'postmodernism', the intellectual movement that
wanted to bury modernity, the interest in modernity began to resurface again; not
least because it became increasingly clear that the world is far from approaching
a societal condition pointing systematically beyond modernity. Instead, we are
witnessing an intensification of modernization processes around the world. But
what is modernity, anyway? The aim of the present volume is to contribute to the
ongoing discussion about the meaning of modernity and about the significance of
modernization processes in non-Western societies. As befits a subject matter as
controversial and complex at this one, the book's chapters offer no conclusive
answers to the questions they raise and address. The debate about modernity
must and will continue, and one hopes that it will be conducted in an atmosphere
of mutual respect despite sometimes fierce disagreement between the
participants. For only if we listen to each other can we make genuine intellectual
progress.
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Modernity is back on sociology's agenda. From the beginnings of sociology as an academic discipline,
questions surrounding the meaning and consequences of modernity have fascinated generations of
sociologists. The initial interest in the concept was inspired by a sense of a deep rupture (and crisis) afflicting
European society, a sense that society was approaching something fundamentally different from the past, an
entirely new form of societal organization that bore little resemblance to anything known before. Where
exactly this transformation was headed was by no means clear, but around the 18th century a growing
number of European intellectuals and scholars realized that the changes that had been in the making since the
late 15th century were irreversible and could not be contained in any particular region or confined to
particular sectors of society, but would ultimately transform all spheres of life. Like other thinkers,
sociologists observed this transformation with awe, and their attitude towards it has always been ambivalent.
The 20th century, during which modernity gradually began to break through globally, was also a century
during which many sociologists became increasingly disillusioned with the promises of 'the modern project'.
But with the exhaustion of the energies of 'postmodernism', the intellectual movement that wanted to bury
modernity, the interest in modernity began to resurface again; not least because it became increasingly clear
that the world is far from approaching a societal condition pointing systematically beyond modernity.
Instead, we are witnessing an intensification of modernization processes around the world. But what is
modernity, anyway? The aim of the present volume is to contribute to the ongoing discussion about the
meaning of modernity and about the significance of modernization processes in non-Western societies. As
befits a subject matter as controversial and complex at this one, the book's chapters offer no conclusive
answers to the questions they raise and address. The debate about modernity must and will continue, and one
hopes that it will be conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect despite sometimes fierce disagreement
between the participants. For only if we listen to each other can we make genuine intellectual progress.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Volker H. Schmidt is Associate Professor of Sociology at the National University of Singapore. Before
joining NUS in 2000, he held teaching and research positions at the Universities of Mannheim and Bremen,
respectively, and in 1997/98 he was a J.F. Kennedy Memorial Fellow at the Center for European Studies,
Harvard University. He is the author or co-author of five books and editor or co-editor of another four
volumes, and he has published numerous journal articles and book chapters in German and English. His
main areas of specialization are the sociology of justice, medical sociology, health and social policy, social
theory (with as special emphasis on the theory of modernity), and global social change (with a special
emphasis on East Asian modernization)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Felton:

This Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Cheryl Alexander:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century
can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Charles Edwards:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the



book you have read will be Modernity at the Beginning of the 21st Century.

Alicia Cain:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Modernity at the Beginning of the
21st Century is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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