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Widely and enthusiastically acclaimed, this is the authorized, definitive
biography of one of the most fascinating but troubled figures of the twentieth
century by the nation's leading Cold War historian. In the late 1940s, George F.
Kennan—then a bright but, relatively obscure American diplomat—wrote the
"long telegram" and the "X" article. These two documents laid out United States'
strategy for "containing" the Soviet Union—a strategy which Kennan himself
questioned in later years. Based on exclusive access to Kennan and his archives,
this landmark history illuminates a life that both mirrored and shaped the century
it spanned.
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Editorial Review

Review
''Magisterial . . . [Kennan] bids fair to be as close to the final word as possible on one of the most important,
complex, moving, challenging, and exasperating American public servants . . . We can be grateful to John
Lewis Gaddis for bringing Kennan back to us, thoughtful, human, self-centered, contradictory, inspirational-
-a permanent spur as consciences are wont to be. Masterfully researched, exhaustively documented, Gaddis'
moving work gives us a figure with whom, however one might differ on details, it was a privilege to be a
contemporary.'' --Henry A. Kissinger, New York Times Book Review

''[A] first-rate biography . . . Kennan's life maps right onto twentieth-century political history, and no one is
better qualified than Gaddis to lead the way through it . . . Gaddis has written with care and elegance, and he
has produced a biography whose fineness is worthy of its subject.'' --New Yorker

''Mr. Gaddis has mastered the sources that came his way over the decades. The resulting biography is
engaging and lucid.'' --Economist

''George Kennan was, in his accomplishments, a man touched with greatness, but in his character, a
conflicted and flawed one. The recognition of this paradox by John Lewis Gaddis lends depth and pathos to
this admirably judicious and illuminating biography.'' --American Prospect

''No one is better suited than Gaddis to write this authorized biography of George F. Kennan . . . In addition
to the intimacies of the work, Gaddis offers critical analyses of Kennan's key roles as diplomat, policy
maker, and scholar of Russian history. Unsurpassed in his strategic vision during the cold war, Kennan is
credited with being responsible for much of America's eventual victory, and therein lies the impetus behind
this remarkable biography. Adroitly managed, Gaddis's work is a major contribution to Kennan's legacy and
the history of American foreign policy.'' --Publishers Weekly

''Mr. Gaddis has mastered the sources that came his way over the decades. The resulting biography is
engaging and lucid.'' --Economist

''George Kennan was, in his accomplishments, a man touched with greatness, but in his character, a
conflicted and flawed one. The recognition of this paradox by John Lewis Gaddis lends depth and pathos to
this admirably judicious and illuminating biography.'' --American Prospect

''No one is better suited than Gaddis to write this authorized biography of George F. Kennan . . . In addition
to the intimacies of the work, Gaddis offers critical analyses of Kennan's key roles as diplomat, policy
maker, and scholar of Russian history. Unsurpassed in his strategic vision during the cold war, Kennan is
credited with being responsible for much of America's eventual victory, and therein lies the impetus behind
this remarkable biography. Adroitly managed, Gaddis's work is a major contribution to Kennan's legacy and
the history of American foreign policy.'' --Publishers Weekly

About the Author
John Lewis Gaddis is the Robert A. Lovett Professor of History at Yale University. His previous books
include The United States and the Origins of the Cold War; Strategies of Containment; The Long Peace; We
Now Know; The Landscape of History; Surprise, Security, and the American Experience; and The Cold War:
A New History. Professor Gaddis teaches courses on Cold War history, grand strategy, international studies,



and biography; has won two Yale undergraduate teaching awards; was a 2005 recipient of the National
Humanities Medal; and is the winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in Biography for George F. Kennan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled George F.
Kennan: An American Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Bradley Harshbarger:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide George F. Kennan: An American Life will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Robin Gilbertson:

This George F. Kennan: An American Life book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of George F. Kennan: An American Life without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry George F. Kennan: An American Life
can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even phone. This George F. Kennan: An American Life having fine arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Clara Brownfield:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this George F.
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