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This fascinating book by one of Britain's most acclaimed Shakespeare scholars
explores the extraordinary staying-power of the world's most famous dramatist.
Bate opens by taking up questions of authorship and then goes on to trace
Shakespeare's canonization and near-deification, examining not only the
uniqueness of his status among English-speaking readers but also his effect on
literary cultures across the globe. Ambitious, wide-ranging, and historically rich,
this book shapes a provocative inquiry into the nature of genius as it ponders the
legacy of a talent unequalled in English letters. A bold and meticulous work of
scholarship, The Genius of Shakespeare is also lively and accessibly written and
will appeal to any reader who has marveled at the Bard and the enduring power
of his work. This tenth anniversary edition has a new twenty-page afterword that
addresses the renewed interest in Shakespeare and recent film adaptations of his
most celebrated works.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Bate offers an excellent resource for students of English literature and the Elizabethan era in this thoughtful,
well-researched and even playful explication of Shakespeare's plays and sonnets."-Publishers Weekly

"Jonathan Bate, the sanest, shrewdest scholar of Shakespeare at present, has written the just, liberal,
unhostaged book that one has been waiting for."-James Wood, Guardian

"A shrewd, nimbly written book, one of the few on its subject that will be read and enjoyed off-campus."-
Terry Eagleton, Independent

"Ambitious, exceptionally well informed and immensely engaging . . . Bate has, to an exceptional degree, the
virtue of readability. He writes with unflagging energy, intelligence, wit and enthusiasm."-Stanley Wells,
Daily Telegraph

"The theme of this wonderfully written, diverse book is diversity itself, and its range serves only to confirm
the disparate nature of Shakespeare's achievement."-Peter Ackroyd, The Times

"What made Shakespeare 'Shakespeare'? How much do we really know about his life? How do we know that
he really wrote the plays attributed to him? What defines his singularity? No book on the market answers
these questions better than The Genius of Shakespeare."-James S. Shapiro, author of 1599: A Year in the Life
of William Shakespeare

About the Author
Jonathan Bate is Professor of Shakespeare and Renaissance Literature at the University of Warwick. He has
held visiting posts at Harvard, Yale, and U.C.L.A. and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, a
Fellow of the British Academy, an Honorary Fellow of St Catharine's College, Cambridge, and a Governor
and Board member of the Royal Shakespeare Company.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Rhonda Robitaille:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Genius of
Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Tom Scott:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer of Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary
Edition is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Helen Jackson:

This Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition can be
among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stacey Greene:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Genius of Shakespeare: Tenth Anniversary Edition, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.
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