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Called by "Entertainment Weekly" "The best book on Hendrix", "Crosstown
Traffic" rode their A-list for over two months and won the prestigious Ralph J.
Gleason Music Book Award. Roots-savvy British critic Charles Shaar Murray
assesses the lifework of guitarist Jimi Hendrix in the context of black musical
tradition, social history, and the upheaval of the 1960s.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Twenty years after his death at age 27, Hendrix's stature as an Afro-American musical innovator continues to
grow. But until now discussion of his contributions has been limited to either biographical accounts or purely
technical analyses. British pop journalist Shaar Murray'scq multifaceted study rectifies this by attempting to
unravel the cultural contradictions that the guitarist embodied as a black performer with a white audience,
who excelled in a genre that was popularized by whites yet rooted in a black musical tradition. Hendrix's
catholicity crossed barriers within black culture as well: his sonic explorations with feedback and distortion
paralleled developments in the Free Jazz movement but he could suddenly shift into the deepest, most
primitive Delta blues, a language pointedly neglected by his black contemporaries. Clearly, Hendrix's
achievements are broad-based and central to his era, as well as a daunting challenge to those wanting to
digest his work whole. Shaar Murray (coauthor of David Bowie ) augments solid musical scholarship with
astute social and historical commentary, and meets the challenge admirably. Photos not seen by PW .
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
With his hippie trappings and revolutionary approach to the electric guitar, Hendrix was an anomaly on the
American black music scene. Recognition of his talent did not occur until he performed in England. Shaar-
Murray, an established British author, brings a fresh and insightful perspective on this fascinating artist to
American readers. More than just another biography, the book is a broad-based study of African-American
music--blues, jazz, rhythm and blues, and soul--and how the music influenced, and was influenced by,
Hendrix. Murray acknowledges David Henderson's 'Scuse Me While I Kiss the Sky (Bantam, 1981) as "the
best Hendrix biography published to date." A discography, videography, and bibliography are included. First
published in 1989 by Faber and Faber, London, this book is recommended for music and black studies
collections.
- Tim LaBorie, St. Joseph's Univ., Philadelphia
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Charles Shaar Murray won the prestigious Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award for Crosstown Traffic:
Jimi Hendrix and the Postwar Rock 'n' Roll Revolution. He lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock



'N' Roll Revolution.

Charity Reulet:

This Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock 'N' Roll Revolution book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock 'N' Roll
Revolution without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock 'N' Roll
Revolution can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-
War Rock 'N' Roll Revolution having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Leif Gibbs:

Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock 'N' Roll Revolution can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock 'N' Roll Revolution although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Mary Kasten:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Crosstown Traffic: Jimi Hendrix & The Post-War Rock 'N' Roll Revolution can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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