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"Critical realism is a way of seeking to understand the social reality by critically
'making notes' of it. . . . As scratches of reality, Sekula's photographs and films
leave their traces in our minds. They encourage, yes, even force reflection, and
through that, slow changes can probably become a reality, certainly at the level
of the individual."?from the Introduction, "A Note on Critical Realism Today"

The American photographer Allan Sekula teaches at the California Institute of
the Arts. His oeuvre features a number of unique characteristics that instigate a
strong plea for art to become once more critically engaged. Sekula's iconography
rediscovers the theme of labor and his photographs, on the verge between art and
documentary, reflect on the possibility that visual art might again deliver an "act
of criticism." In the art world, for several decades now, realism has been
relegated to the museum of premodern styles and devices, and the idea of social
commitment in art has become confused; even when contemporary art carries a
strong political message, it often does so in a way that masks the message within
a tangle of conceptual devices and abstractions.

Sekula's photography has triggered intense debate about the ways in which art
can take a critical position on social questions without succumbing to a
plainspoken or partisan stance. In Critical Realism in Contemporary Art, leading
theorists of art use Sekula's work as a starting point for wide-ranging discussions
of technology, history, and society as they are reflected in today's photographic
practice.
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"Critical realism is a way of seeking to understand the social reality by critically 'making notes' of it. . . . As
scratches of reality, Sekula's photographs and films leave their traces in our minds. They encourage, yes,
even force reflection, and through that, slow changes can probably become a reality, certainly at the level of
the individual."?from the Introduction, "A Note on Critical Realism Today"

The American photographer Allan Sekula teaches at the California Institute of the Arts. His oeuvre features a
number of unique characteristics that instigate a strong plea for art to become once more critically engaged.
Sekula's iconography rediscovers the theme of labor and his photographs, on the verge between art and
documentary, reflect on the possibility that visual art might again deliver an "act of criticism." In the art
world, for several decades now, realism has been relegated to the museum of premodern styles and devices,
and the idea of social commitment in art has become confused; even when contemporary art carries a strong
political message, it often does so in a way that masks the message within a tangle of conceptual devices and
abstractions.

Sekula's photography has triggered intense debate about the ways in which art can take a critical position on
social questions without succumbing to a plainspoken or partisan stance. In Critical Realism in
Contemporary Art, leading theorists of art use Sekula's work as a starting point for wide-ranging discussions
of technology, history, and society as they are reflected in today's photographic practice.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cecil Hardin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Critical Realism in
Contemporary Art: Around Allan Sekula's Photography (Lieven Gevaert Series)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Noah Gardner:

The publication with title Critical Realism in Contemporary Art: Around Allan Sekula's Photography
(Lieven Gevaert Series) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Ryan Young:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Critical Realism in Contemporary Art: Around Allan Sekula's
Photography (Lieven Gevaert Series) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you



have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Critical Realism in Contemporary Art: Around Allan Sekula's Photography (Lieven Gevaert Series) offer
you a new experience in reading a book.
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