Adorno’s
Negative Dialectic

Philosophy and the Possibility
of Critical Rationality

Brian O’Connor

Adorno's Negative Dialectic: Philosophy and
the Possibility of Critical Rationality (Studies
in Contemporary German Social Thought)

By Brian O'Connor

Read Online ©

Adorno's Negative Dialectic: Philosophy and the Possibility of Critical
Rationality (Studiesin Contemporary German Social Thought) By Brian
O'Connor

The purely philosophical concerns of Theodor W. Adorno's negative dialectic
would seem to be far removed from the concreteness of critical theory; Adorno's
philosophy considers perhaps the most traditional subject of "pure" philosophy,
the structure of experience, whereas critical theory examines specific aspects of
society. But, as Brian O'Connor demonstrates in this highly original
interpretation of Adorno's philosophy, the negative diaectic can be seen asthe
theoretical foundation of the reflexivity or critical rationality required by critical
theory. Adorno, O'Connor argues, is committed to the "concretion” of
philosophy: histhesis of nonidentity attemptsto show that reality is not reducible
to appearances. This lays the foundation for the applied "concrete” critique of
appearances that is essential to the possibility of critical theory.To explicate the
context in which Adorno's philosophy operates -- the tradition of modern German
philosophy, from Kant to Heidegger -- O'Connor examines in detail the ideas of
these philosophers as well as Adorno's self-defining differences with them.
O'Connor discusses Georg LucA cs and the influence of his "protocritical theory"
on Adorno's thought; the elements of Kant's and Hegel's German idealism
appropriated by Adorno for his theory of subject-object mediation; the priority of
the object and the agency of the subject in Adorno's epistemol ogy; and Adorno's
important critiques of Kant and the phenomenology of Heidegger and Husserl,
critiques that both illuminate Adorno's key concepts and reveal his construction
of critical theory through an engagement with the problems of philosophy.
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The purely philosophical concerns of Theodor W. Adorno's negative dial ectic would seem to be far removed
from the concreteness of critical theory; Adorno's philosophy considers perhaps the most traditional subject
of "pure" philosophy, the structure of experience, whereas critical theory examines specific aspects of
society. But, as Brian O'Connor demonstratesin this highly original interpretation of Adorno's philosophy,
the negative dialectic can be seen as the theoretical foundation of the reflexivity or critical rationality
required by critical theory. Adorno, O'Connor argues, is committed to the "concretion” of philosophy: his
thesis of nonidentity attempts to show that reality is not reducible to appearances. This lays the foundation
for the applied "concrete” critique of appearances that is essential to the possibility of critical theory.To
explicate the context in which Adornao's philosophy operates -- the tradition of modern German philosophy,
from Kant to Heidegger -- O'Connor examines in detail the ideas of these philosophers as well as Adorno's
self-defining differences with them. O'Connor discusses Georg LucA cs and the influence of his
"protocritical theory" on Adorno's thought; the elements of Kant's and Hegel's German idealism appropriated
by Adorno for histheory of subject-object mediation; the priority of the object and the agency of the subject
in Adorno's epistemol ogy; and Adorno's important critiques of Kant and the phenomenology of Heidegger
and Husserl, critiques that both illuminate Adorno's key concepts and reveal his construction of critical
theory through an engagement with the problems of philosophy.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Brian O'Connor has crafted atimely and robust contribution to the ongoing reception of Adorno's work. He
provides a much needed and exceedingly lucid treatment of Adorno's central concerns with the nature of the
object of experience and the shape of subjectivity, with specific reference to the achievements of Kant and
Hegel, around and within which Adorno situated his own project.”--Tom Huhn, School of Visua Arts, New
Y ork

"Brian O'Connor has produced an elegant and persuasive defense of the epistemological core of Adorno's
philosophy: the priority of the object for the possibility of experience. His analysis of Adorno's
transcendental strategy is novel and challenging. An invaluable contribution to Adorno studies."--J.M.
Bernstein, New School for Social Research

O'Connor takes Adorno seriously as a philosopher, rather than regarding the philosophy as a mere
epiphenomenon of the social theory. Taking full account of important recent work in German, he also brings
aclear and analytical intelligence to the dissection and reconstruction of some of Adorno's central
arguments. O'Connor's study makes Adorno's vital and detailed contributions to epistemology and
metaphysics harder than ever to ignore.

(Simon Jarvis, University of Cambridge, author of Adorno: A Critical Introduction)
About the Author

Brian O'Connor is Senior Lecturer in the School of Philosophy at University College Dublin.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin Primeaux:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
al of them keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyoneisyou
don't know what kind you should start with. This Adorno's Negative Diaectic: Philosophy and the
Possihility of Critical Rationality (Studiesin Contemporary German Social Thought) is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Eileen Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usualy prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Adorno's Negative
Dialectic: Philosophy and the Possihility of Critical Rationality (Studiesin Contemporary German Social
Thought) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice al over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
can pick Adorno's Negative Dialectic: Philosophy and the Possibility of Critical Rationality (Studiesin
Contemporary German Socia Thought) become your starter.

Alex Miller:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Adorno's Negative Dialectic: Philosophy and the
Possibility of Critical Rationality (Studiesin Contemporary German Sacial Thought) can give you alot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So, why hesitate? L et me have Adorno's Negative Dialectic: Philosophy and the Possibility of
Critical Rationality (Studiesin Contemporary German Socia Thought).

Lucy Carson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Adorno's Negative Dialectic: Philosophy and the Possibility of Critical Rationality (Studies in Contemporary
German Socia Thought).
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