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Winner of the National Book Award, this massively detailed biography throws a
light into the study of the brilliant poet. How did Emily Dickinson, from the
small window over her desk, come to see a life that included the horror,
exaltation and humor that lives her poetry? With abundance and impartiality,
Sewall shows us not just the poet nor the poetry, but the woman and her life.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Winner of the National Book Award, this massively detailed biography throws a light into the study of the
brilliant poet. How did Emily Dickinson, from the small window over her desk, come to see a life that
included the horror, exaltation and humor that lives her poetry? With abundance and impartiality, Sewall
shows us not just the poet nor the poetry, but the woman and her life.

Review
[A] brilliant, massively detailed biography...Emily Dickinson emerges in these pages not only as...one of the
two greatest poets of America's nineteenth century, but as an extraordinary and credible human
being...Sewall is an exemplary biographer and critic, perhaps in some ironic way the kind of friend Emily
sought unsuccessfully in her life. (Robert Kirsch Los Angeles Times)

By far the best and the most complete study of the poet's life yet to be written, the result of nearly twenty
years of work...The story of a long-standing affair between Austin Dickinson and a woman twenty-seven
years younger than he, Mabel Loomis Todd...has not appeared in print before, and it makes an entrancing
tale...A plainly authoritative work. (Richard Todd The Atlantic)

Richard Sewall's biographical vision of Emily Dickinson is as complete as human scholarship, ingenuity,
stylistic pungency, and common sense can arrive at. (R. W. B. Lewis New Republic)

Although Professor Sewall produces new material everywhere, it is in the account of the scandals that he has
the most startling abundance, much of it in the form of primary documents...One must thank him for the
fullness and impartiality of his presentation. (Irvin Ehrenpreis New York Review of Books)

About the Author
Richard B. Sewall was Professor of English at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Life of Emily
Dickinson is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Larry Carvajal:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic



within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Life of Emily Dickinson can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Mary Fleming:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Life of Emily Dickinson can make you feel more interested to read.

Dorothy Bernstein:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the The Life of Emily Dickinson when you necessary it?
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