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In this fascinating Very Short Introduction, popular science writer John Gribben
tells the story of our growing understanding of galaxies, from the days before
Galileo to our present-day observations of our many hundreds of millions of
galactic neighbors. Not only are galaxies fascinating astronomical structures in
themselves, but their study has revealed much of what we know today about the
cosmos, providing a window on the Big Bang and the origins of the Universe.
Gribben looks at our own "Milky Way" Galaxy in detail, from the different kinds
of stars that are born within it, to the origins of its magnificent spiral structure.
Perhaps most interesting, Gribben describes the many exciting discoveries have
been made about our own galaxy and about those beyond: how a supermassive
black hole lurks at the center of every galaxy, how enormous forces are released
when galaxies collide, how distant galaxies provide a window on the early
Universe, and how the formation of young galaxies shed needed light on the
mysteries of Cold Dark Matter.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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In this fascinating Very Short Introduction, popular science writer John Gribben tells the story of our
growing understanding of galaxies, from the days before Galileo to our present-day observations of our
many hundreds of millions of galactic neighbors. Not only are galaxies fascinating astronomical structures in
themselves, but their study has revealed much of what we know today about the cosmos, providing a window
on the Big Bang and the origins of the Universe. Gribben looks at our own "Milky Way" Galaxy in detail,
from the different kinds of stars that are born within it, to the origins of its magnificent spiral structure.
Perhaps most interesting, Gribben describes the many exciting discoveries have been made about our own
galaxy and about those beyond: how a supermassive black hole lurks at the center of every galaxy, how
enormous forces are released when galaxies collide, how distant galaxies provide a window on the early
Universe, and how the formation of young galaxies shed needed light on the mysteries of Cold Dark Matter.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John Gribbin is one of the best-known current popular science writers. His many books include the
acclaimed The Universe: A Biography, In Search of Schrodinger's Cat, and Science: A History. He has
written for many newspapers and regularly contributes to radio and television documentaries and debates,
and also writes science fiction novels. He formerly worked for Nature and New Scientist and is presently a
Visiting Fellow in Astronomy at the University of Sussex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alysha Johnson:

This Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction without we recognize teach the one who studying it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction having good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Natasha Rich:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Galaxies: A Very Short
Introduction is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Mary Partee:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Galaxies: A Very
Short Introduction suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled Galaxies: A Very Short Introductionis the main one of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.



Randall Blake:

This Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Galaxies: A
Very Short Introduction in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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