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"Rich in disasters, dreadful in its battles, rent by its seditions, and even cruel in
its times of peace," the Warring States period (1467-1568) was the most
destructive in Japan's long history of civil strife. It began when the dearly won
supremacy of the Ashikaga clan was squandered by a weak and indecisive ruler,
allowing the jealous rivalry between local warlords to spiral irrevocably out of
control. It was a time when thousands upon thousands of warriors either perished
on the battlefield, or persevered simply on the strength of their martial skill. At
the end of the day, only those with superior skill remained standing to survey the
carnage and to make up the balance by counting the severed heads of their fallen
foes. In spite of all the mayhem and bloodshed, they were also men with an
inextinguishable moral core, who adhered with almost religious devotion to the
bushid dictates of duty, fidelity, decorum, indeed, even of benevolence.

Two such men were Iizasa Chisai Ienao and Kami Izumi Nobutsuna. Both not
only witnessed but actively participated in the dramatic events of the period at
hand. Thus, Ienao served on the Shogunal guard when, following the outbreak of
the nin War in 1467, the capital Kyoto was reduced to ashes in a decade of trench
warfare. And thus Nobutsuna had to witness how, in the terrible wave of anarchy
that followed in its wake, all that his ancestors had toiled for was lost. Their
story, told against the greater historical backdrop of ruthless political intrigue and
vast military campaigns, is a story of the tragedy of civil war experienced at the
personal level--it is a story of sacrifice, of blind devotion, of seemingly
insurmountable setbacks. Yet it is at the same time a testimony to the kind of
perseverance and dedication that can have no equal in times of peace.
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of their martial skill. At the end of the day, only those with superior skill remained standing to survey the
carnage and to make up the balance by counting the severed heads of their fallen foes. In spite of all the
mayhem and bloodshed, they were also men with an inextinguishable moral core, who adhered with almost
religious devotion to the bushid dictates of duty, fidelity, decorum, indeed, even of benevolence.

Two such men were Iizasa Chisai Ienao and Kami Izumi Nobutsuna. Both not only witnessed but actively
participated in the dramatic events of the period at hand. Thus, Ienao served on the Shogunal guard when,
following the outbreak of the nin War in 1467, the capital Kyoto was reduced to ashes in a decade of trench
warfare. And thus Nobutsuna had to witness how, in the terrible wave of anarchy that followed in its wake,
all that his ancestors had toiled for was lost. Their story, told against the greater historical backdrop of
ruthless political intrigue and vast military campaigns, is a story of the tragedy of civil war experienced at the
personal level--it is a story of sacrifice, of blind devotion, of seemingly insurmountable setbacks. Yet it is at
the same time a testimony to the kind of perseverance and dedication that can have no equal in times of
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Editorial Review

About the Author

William de Lange studied Japanese language and culture at the University of Leiden and at Waseda
University in Japan. He is active as a translator and interpreter, and is a practitioner of the Shinkage school of
swordsmanship. He is the author of the full biography Miyamoto Musashi: A Life in Arms, as well as The
Real Musashi I and II, the acclaimed first English translations of the Bushu denraiki and the Bukoden,
accepted among Japanese scholars as the oldest and most reliable records of Miyamoto Musashi's life and
exploits outside those from the hand of the master swordsman himself.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ken Martin:

With other case, little persons like to read book Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The Warring States Period.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
new book Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The Warring States Period. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Angela Harris:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The Warring States Period book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer involving Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The Warring States Period content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The
Warring States Period is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Carol Reck:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The
Warring States Period, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What



kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

William Troutt:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The Warring
States Period to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
learn it. Beside that the e-book Famous Japanese Swordsmen: The Warring States Period can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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