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Rómulo Gallegos is best known for being Venezuela’s first democratically
elected president. But in his native land he is equally famous as a writer
responsible for one of Venezuela’s literary treasures, the novel Doña Barbara.
Published in 1929 and all but forgotten by Anglophone readers, Doña Barbara is
one of the first examples of magical realism, laying the groundwork for later
authors such as Gabriel García Márquez and Mario Vargas Llosa.

Following the epic struggle between two cousins for an estate in Venezuela,
Doña Barbara is an examination of the conflict between town and country,
violence and intellect, male and female. Doña Barbara is a beautiful and
mysterious woman—rumored to be a witch—with a ferocious power over men.
When her cousin Santos Luzardo returns to the plains in order to reclaim his land
and cattle, he reluctantly faces off against Doña Barbara, and their battle becomes
simultaneously one of violence and seduction. All of the action is set against the
stunning backdrop of the Venezuelan prairie, described in loving detail.
Gallegos’s plains are filled with dangerous ranchers, intrepid cowboys, and
damsels in distress, all broadly and vividly drawn. A masterful novel with an
important role in the inception of magical realism, Doña Barbara is a
suspenseful tale that blends fantasy, adventure, and romance.

Hailed as “the Bovary of the llano” by Larry McMurtry in his new foreword to
this book, Doña Barbarais a magnetic and memorable heroine, who has inspired
numerous adaptations on the big and small screens, including a recent television
show that aired on Telemundo.
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Rómulo Gallegos is best known for being Venezuela’s first democratically elected president. But in his
native land he is equally famous as a writer responsible for one of Venezuela’s literary treasures, the novel
Doña Barbara. Published in 1929 and all but forgotten by Anglophone readers, Doña Barbara is one of the
first examples of magical realism, laying the groundwork for later authors such as Gabriel García Márquez
and Mario Vargas Llosa.

Following the epic struggle between two cousins for an estate in Venezuela, Doña Barbara is an
examination of the conflict between town and country, violence and intellect, male and female. Doña
Barbara is a beautiful and mysterious woman—rumored to be a witch—with a ferocious power over men.
When her cousin Santos Luzardo returns to the plains in order to reclaim his land and cattle, he reluctantly
faces off against Doña Barbara, and their battle becomes simultaneously one of violence and seduction. All
of the action is set against the stunning backdrop of the Venezuelan prairie, described in loving detail.
Gallegos’s plains are filled with dangerous ranchers, intrepid cowboys, and damsels in distress, all broadly
and vividly drawn. A masterful novel with an important role in the inception of magical realism, Doña
Barbara is a suspenseful tale that blends fantasy, adventure, and romance.

Hailed as “the Bovary of the llano” by Larry McMurtry in his new foreword to this book, Doña Barbarais a
magnetic and memorable heroine, who has inspired numerous adaptations on the big and small screens,
including a recent television show that aired on Telemundo.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Remarkable. . . . From its first pages it reveals . . . why it made Gallegos famous. . . . If Señor Gallegos is
one-half as good a President as he is a novelist, Venezuela is a lucky land.”

(New York Times)

“An exciting heroic tale of the life of Venezuelan plainsmen, master and peons, ranchers and cowboys and
horse thieves.”

(New Republic)

    Unlike the austere plain I grew up on, Gallegos’s llano is steamy, tumescent, lust-driven. Dona Barbara
may have been a kind of anticipation of Eva Peron. She owns a great ranch, the Altimara, but must struggle
constantly to keep it. She is, in her way, a tragic heroine, seeking to attract a decent lover, while giving
herself day and night to very coarse lovers indeed.
    She is, however, very vividly drawn, a Bovary of the llano.
    In the prose one will now and then hear Conradian echoes, and certainly there are echos of Gallegos in
Garcia Marquez, Vargas Lhosa, and Fuentes.
    Let us hope this attractive reprint will bring Romolo Gallegos the readers he deserves.

(Larry McMurtry from the Foreword)

About the Author

Rómulo Gallegos (1889–1969) was a Venezuelan novelist and politician who served briefly as the nation’s
first democratically elected president. After publishing Doña Barbara, he was forced to flee to Spain but
returned in 1936 to hold a variety of political offices. He was again forced out by a coup d’etat in 1948,
returned in 1958, then was elected senator for life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joshua Mack:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Doña Barbara: A Novel is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Doña Barbara: A Novel as the daily resource information.

Cleora Yarbro:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Doña Barbara: A Novel why because the excellent cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Vickie Gilbert:

This Doña Barbara: A Novel is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Doña Barbara: A Novel can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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