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Just before the outbreak of World War II, young Witold Gombrowicz left his
home in Poland and set sail for South America. In 1953, still living as an
expatriate in Argentina, he began his Diary with one of literature's most
memorable openings:
"Monday
Me.
Tuesday
Me.
Wednesday
Me.
Thursday
Me."

Gombrowicz's Diary grew to become a vast collection of essays, short notes,
polemics, and confessions on myriad subjects ranging from political events to
literature to the certainty of death. Not a traditional journal, Diary is instead the
commentary of a brilliant and restless mind. Widely regarded as a masterpiece,
this brilliant work compelled Gombrowicz's attention for a decade and a half
until he penned his final entry in France, shortly before his death in 1969.

Long out of print in English, Diary is now presented in a convenient single
volume featuring a new preface by Rita Gombrowicz, the author's widow and
literary executor. This edition also includes ten previously unpublished pages
from the 1969 portion of the diary.
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Gombrowicz's Diary grew to become a vast collection of essays, short notes, polemics, and confessions on
myriad subjects ranging from political events to literature to the certainty of death. Not a traditional journal,
Diary is instead the commentary of a brilliant and restless mind. Widely regarded as a masterpiece, this
brilliant work compelled Gombrowicz's attention for a decade and a half until he penned his final entry in
France, shortly before his death in 1969.

Long out of print in English, Diary is now presented in a convenient single volume featuring a new preface
by Rita Gombrowicz, the author's widow and literary executor. This edition also includes ten previously
unpublished pages from the 1969 portion of the diary.
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Editorial Review

From Bookforum
What makes reading the volumes such a provocative experience is that Gombrowicz pulls off his act of
double ventriloquy at once while speaking in a style that is firmly his own. Reading the Diary, you begin to
feel you know Gombrowicz fully well and not at all. — Eric Banks

Review
"Ferdydurke is certainly a spontaneous work, but the Diary is even more so, and . . . even more
rewarding."—John Bayley, New York Review of Books (John Bayley New York Review of Books)

“Having this book in my hands, I felt a joy at the thought that strong personalities, like that of Gombrowicz,
sooner or later find recognition thanks to the sheer intensity of their existence.”—Czeslaw Milosz, New York
Times 

(Czeslaw Milosz New York Times)

“If ever a life demanded a diary, this was one.”—Paul West, Washington Post

 

(Paul West Washington Post)

"Yale University Press by reprinting in a beautiful fat paperback an up-dated complete edition of the Diaries
of Witold Gombrowicz has done a singular important, essential and remarkable job."—Thomas McGonigle,
ABC of Reading
(Thomas McGonigle ABC of Reading)

“Widely considered the Polish author’s masterpiece . . . the Diary lacks for nothing: history, politics,
philosophy, literature, art, music, love, death, humor, communism, Poland, Europe, writing—everything is
there.”—Paris Review Daily

(Paris Review Daily)

“A heroic translation . . . English-speaking readers can finally experience the diary as Gombrowicz intended
it—as a single, coherent work . . . his major creative endeavor.”—Ruth Franklin, New Yorker
(New Yorker)

“The spiky brilliance and episodes of vivid experience that share the pages of the Diary with essay-length
reflections give the collection as a whole a restive, fugitive rhythm. . . . A provocative experience.”—Eric
Banks, Bookforum
(Eric Banks Bookforum)



About the Author
Witold Gombrowicz (1904–1969) was a Polish-born writer of novels, short stories, and plays. His works
have been translated into more than thirty languages. Lillian Vallee, an instructor at Modesto Junior College,
is an award-winning translator of literature from the Polish. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Diary (The Margellos World Republic
of Letters) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Roberto Fetter:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Diary
(The Margellos World Republic of Letters) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Arthur McLaurin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Diary (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
just before. The Diary (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joshua Cameron:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Diary (The Margellos World Republic of Letters)
was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Diary (The Margellos
World Republic of Letters) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try



to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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