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The first book to celebrate the beautiful and provocative ways artists have
represented, scrutinized and utilized the body over centuries.

Body of Art is the first book to explore the various ways the human body has
been both an inspiration and a medium for artists over hundreds of thousands of
years. Unprecedented in its scope, it examines the many different manifestations
of the body in art, from Anthony Gormley and Maya Lin sculptures to eight-
armed Hindu gods and ancient Greek reliefs, from feminist graphics and
Warhol's empty electric chair to the blue-tinted complexion of Singer Sargent's
Madame X. It is the most expansive examination of the human body in art,
spanning western and non-western, ancient to contemporary, representative to
abstract and conceptual.

Over 400 artists are featured in chapters that explore identity, beauty, religion,
absent body, sex and gender, power, body's limits, abject body and bodies &
space. Works range from 11,000 BC hand stencils in Argentine caves to videos
and performances by contemporary artists such as Marina Abramovic, Joan Jonas
and Bruce Nauman? Its fresh, accessible and dynamic voice brings to life the
thrilling diversity of both classical and contemporary art through the prism of the
body. More than simply a book of representations, this is an original and thought
provoking look at the human body across time, cultures and media.
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The first book to celebrate the beautiful and provocative ways artists have represented, scrutinized
and utilized the body over centuries.

Body of Art is the first book to explore the various ways the human body has been both an inspiration and a
medium for artists over hundreds of thousands of years. Unprecedented in its scope, it examines the many
different manifestations of the body in art, from Anthony Gormley and Maya Lin sculptures to eight-armed
Hindu gods and ancient Greek reliefs, from feminist graphics and Warhol's empty electric chair to the blue-
tinted complexion of Singer Sargent's Madame X. It is the most expansive examination of the human body in
art, spanning western and non-western, ancient to contemporary, representative to abstract and conceptual.

Over 400 artists are featured in chapters that explore identity, beauty, religion, absent body, sex and gender,
power, body's limits, abject body and bodies & space. Works range from 11,000 BC hand stencils in
Argentine caves to videos and performances by contemporary artists such as Marina Abramovic, Joan Jonas
and Bruce Nauman? Its fresh, accessible and dynamic voice brings to life the thrilling diversity of both
classical and contemporary art through the prism of the body. More than simply a book of representations,
this is an original and thought provoking look at the human body across time, cultures and media.
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Editorial Review

Review

Nos 1 Holiday Art Book —Artnet

"Body of Art juxtaposes Sandro Botticelli's Venus with Vanessa Beecroft's army of naked women, the iconic
head of Nefertiti, and the work of Ryan Trecartin, among many other artists, to stunning effect. Highly
recommended." —Artnet

"A few months ago, Body of Art arrived in the post. I plonked it down on a coffee table pile. I've lost count of
the number of times I've picked it up since. One moment I am talking to a visitor, the next they have
vanished into a gawping reverie as they flip, fascinated, through its pages." —The Independent

"A sumptuous and continually surprising survey... The editors have grouped their pictures in thought-
provoking ways... Short interpretive texts make the correspondences more resonant." —RA Magazine

"A browser's delight, its chief virtue is juxtaposition... Body of Art is one of those compendious volumes so
useful for looking things up." —The Spectator

"The editors of Body of Art... had a daunting amount of material from which to choose for their survey of the
human body across centuries and cultures. They have done so with real imagination, deftly mixing the old...
with the new... and juxtaposing them in themes... The effects - and the similarities and differences - are
continually surprising." —The Sunday Times

"An extensive survey of unique and diverse representations of the human body... guaranteed to impress art
and anatomy lovers alike." —Interview.com

"comprehensive and compelling. An impressive range of work" —Aesthetica

"a thorough-going exploration of how the body has been represented" —The Independent

"Body of Art positions itself as the most extensive survey of the representation of the body in art ever to be
published - a bold claim, but one it deftly pulls off." —Daily Telegraph

"Works are often presented in unlikely but enlightening pairings ...With modest design and concise
commentary; this is an intelligent, illuminating survey of a topic that has an enduring appeal." —Daily
Telegraph

"Ambitious in scope." —Publishers Weekly

"Body of Art is a fascinating study of the myriad ways in which artists have represented the human body,
making often surprising and always illuminating connections between centuries, imaginations and media."
—Jennifer Higgie, Writer and co-editor of frieze

"Without reflection, it is difficult to understand the integrity of our corporeality, and the way that our mind is
intimately interconnected, body and soul." —Jennifer Blessing, Body of Art



About the Author

Body of Art is conceived and edited by Phaidon Editors. Phaidon is the premier global publisher of the
creative arts with over 1,500 titles in print. We work with the world's most influential artists, chefs, writers
and thinkers to produce innovative books on art, photography, design, architecture, fashion, food and travel,
and illustrated books for children. Phaidon is headquartered in London and New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

The book Body of Art can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the good thing like a book Body of Art? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Body of Art has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Allison Price:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for us. The book Body of Art ended up being making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The publication Body of Art is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with the book Body of Art. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Stephen Ross:

The book untitled Body of Art contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Irene Gonzales:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Body of Art can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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