
Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap
Shots, and October Surprises in U.S.
Presidential Campaigns

By Joseph Cummins

Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in
U.S. Presidential Campaigns By Joseph Cummins

A revised and updated history of mudslinging, character assassination, and
other election strategies from U.S. presidential politics of the past.
 
Covering 225-plus years of smear campaigns, slanderous candidates, and bad
behavior in American elections, this comprehensive history is the authoritative
tour of political shade-throwing from George Washington to Barack Obama. You
might think today’s politicians play rough—but history reveals that dirty tricks
are as American as apple pie. Let the name-calling begin!
 
1836: Congressman Davy Crockett accuses candidate Martin Van Buren of
secretly wearing women’s clothing: “He is laced up in corsets!”
1864: Candidate George McClellan describes his opponent, Abraham Lincoln, as
“nothing more than a well-meaning baboon!”
1960: Former president Harry Truman advises voters that “if you vote for
Richard Nixon, you ought to go to hell!”
 
Full of sleazy and shameless anecdotes from every presidential election in United
States history, Anything for a Vote is a valuable reminder that history does repeat
itself, lessons can be learned from the past (but usually aren’t), and our most
famous presidents are not above reproach when it comes to the dirtiest game of
all—political campaigning.
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A revised and updated history of mudslinging, character assassination, and other election strategies
from U.S. presidential politics of the past.
 
Covering 225-plus years of smear campaigns, slanderous candidates, and bad behavior in American
elections, this comprehensive history is the authoritative tour of political shade-throwing from George
Washington to Barack Obama. You might think today’s politicians play rough—but history reveals that dirty
tricks are as American as apple pie. Let the name-calling begin!
 
1836: Congressman Davy Crockett accuses candidate Martin Van Buren of secretly wearing women’s
clothing: “He is laced up in corsets!”
1864: Candidate George McClellan describes his opponent, Abraham Lincoln, as “nothing more than a well-
meaning baboon!”
1960: Former president Harry Truman advises voters that “if you vote for Richard Nixon, you ought to go to
hell!”
 
Full of sleazy and shameless anecdotes from every presidential election in United States history, Anything
for a Vote is a valuable reminder that history does repeat itself, lessons can be learned from the past (but
usually aren’t), and our most famous presidents are not above reproach when it comes to the dirtiest game of
all—political campaigning.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Dirty tricks of the covert and the sleazy.”—New York Times Magazine

“While this grimy lens can be a hilarious way to look at the history of presidential politics, it's often a
sobering one as well—colored by policies of discrimination and assaults on voting rights that are still
relevant today.”—Mother Jones
 
“a compendium of ‘dirty tricks, cheap shots and October surprises.’”—Playboy
 
“Anything For a Vote will strike a chord.”—McClatchy-Tribune News Service
 
“a hoot to read.”—The Oregonian

About the Author
Joseph Cummins is the author of several nonfiction books and a novel. He lives with his family in
Maplewood, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Caleb Hutto:

The book Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential
Campaigns can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in
U.S. Presidential Campaigns? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential Campaigns
has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Olga Andres:

Here thing why this particular Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S.
Presidential Campaigns are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Anything for a Vote:
Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential Campaigns giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Anything
for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential Campaigns. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or



even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential
Campaigns in e-book can be your choice.

Bruce Williamson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Anything for a
Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential Campaigns suitable to you? The
actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks,
Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential Campaignsis the main one of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Katrina Hering:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap
Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential Campaigns reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still skepticism Anything for a Vote: Dirty Tricks, Cheap Shots, and October Surprises in U.S. Presidential
Campaigns as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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