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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was
universally hailed as a masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever
written. Now, updated and expanded, this classic reference continues to bring to
readers the full array of civilization's architectural achievements.

Insightful, engagingly written and graced with close to a thousand superb
illustrations, the Second Edition of this extraordinary volume offers a sweeping
narrative that examines architecture as it reflects the social, economic, and
technological aspects of human history. The scope of the book is astonishing.
Kostof examines a surprisingly wide variety of man-made structures: prehistoric
huts and the TVA, the pyramids of Giza and the Rome railway station, the
ziggurat and the department store. Kostof considered every building worthy of
attention, every structure a potential source of insight, whether it be prehistoric
hunting camps at Terra Amata, or the caves at Lascaux with their magnificent
paintings, or a twenty-story hotel on the Las Vegas Strip.
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When the late Spiro Kostof's A History of Architecture appeared in 1985, it was universally hailed as a
masterpiece--one of the finest books on architecture ever written. Now, updated and expanded, this classic
reference continues to bring to readers the full array of civilization's architectural achievements.

Insightful, engagingly written and graced with close to a thousand superb illustrations, the Second Edition of
this extraordinary volume offers a sweeping narrative that examines architecture as it reflects the social,
economic, and technological aspects of human history. The scope of the book is astonishing. Kostof
examines a surprisingly wide variety of man-made structures: prehistoric huts and the TVA, the pyramids of
Giza and the Rome railway station, the ziggurat and the department store. Kostof considered every building
worthy of attention, every structure a potential source of insight, whether it be prehistoric hunting camps at
Terra Amata, or the caves at Lascaux with their magnificent paintings, or a twenty-story hotel on the Las
Vegas Strip.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the previous edition:

"A magnificent guided tour through mankind's architecture....This splendid book is that rara avis, a treat for
any reader and a first-rate textbook on the subject."--The New York Times Book Review

From the Back Cover
Pulls together the work of a multitude of scholars into a workable synthesis that will be of value to college
students who are just becoming acquainted with the area of study...Kostof has achieved a synthesis of sound
scholarship, up-to-date interpretation, and excellent analysis for which he and his publisher are to be
congratulated.

About the Author
Spiro Kostof was Professor of Architectural History at the University of California at Berkeley, and was a
former president of the Society of Architectural Historians. Greg Castillo was Kostof's research assistant and
literary executor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular A History of Architecture:
Settings and Rituals to read.

John Wannamaker:

The ability that you get from A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals is the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your



current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of A History of Architecture:
Settings and Rituals instantly.

Leslie Padilla:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this A
History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

John Razo:

Exactly why? Because this A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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