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Probability ideas are the success story common to the growth of the modern
natural and social sciences. Chance, indeterminism, and statistical inference have
radically and globally transformed the sciences in a "probabilistic
revolution."This monumental work traces the rise, the transformation, and the
diffusion of probabilistic and statistical thinking in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. It is less concerned with specific technical discoveries than
with locating the probability revolution historically within a larger framework of
ideas. There is no comparable study that treats the rise of probability and
statistics in such scope and depth.The contributors - scientists, historians and
philosophers from eight countries - make it possible for readers trained in many
disciplines to see why the probabilistic revolution has been so complete and so
successful, and how the rejection of uniform causality by quantum physics, the
stochastic nature of evolutionary biology, the indeterminisms of human
psychology, and the random processes of many economic activities are all
manifestations of an underlying unifying concept.Volume 1 opens with
provocative essays on scientific revolutions in general and the probabilistic
revolution in particular by Thomas S. Kuhn, I. Bernard Cohen, and Ian Hacking.
Other authors discuss the evolution of philosophical ideas about probability and
their articulation and elaboration in the mathematics of the nineteenth century
and describe the first applications of techniques of statistical inference during
that century: Topics include the uses and abuses of official statistics by the
bureaucrats of France, England, and Prussia; the use - or neglect - of statistics by
nascent sociologists, demographers, and insurance actuaries; and the emergence
of statistical methodologies in fields ranging from social reform to agricultural
production.The emphasis in volume 2 is on the more recent scientific advances of
the probabilistic approach in various natural and social sciences, from "random
walks" in the stock market to random drift in natural selection, and from
indeterminate events at the atomic level to unpredictable actions at the human
level.Lorenz Krüger and Michael Heidelberger are philosophers of science at
Göttingen University, Lorraine J. Daston is a historian at Brandeis University,
Gerd Gigerenzer is a psychologist at the University of Constance, and Mary S.
Morgan is an economist at York University. A Bradford Book.
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Probability ideas are the success story common to the growth of the modern natural and social sciences.
Chance, indeterminism, and statistical inference have radically and globally transformed the sciences in a
"probabilistic revolution."This monumental work traces the rise, the transformation, and the diffusion of
probabilistic and statistical thinking in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It is less concerned with
specific technical discoveries than with locating the probability revolution historically within a larger
framework of ideas. There is no comparable study that treats the rise of probability and statistics in such
scope and depth.The contributors - scientists, historians and philosophers from eight countries - make it
possible for readers trained in many disciplines to see why the probabilistic revolution has been so complete
and so successful, and how the rejection of uniform causality by quantum physics, the stochastic nature of
evolutionary biology, the indeterminisms of human psychology, and the random processes of many
economic activities are all manifestations of an underlying unifying concept.Volume 1 opens with
provocative essays on scientific revolutions in general and the probabilistic revolution in particular by
Thomas S. Kuhn, I. Bernard Cohen, and Ian Hacking. Other authors discuss the evolution of philosophical
ideas about probability and their articulation and elaboration in the mathematics of the nineteenth century
and describe the first applications of techniques of statistical inference during that century: Topics include
the uses and abuses of official statistics by the bureaucrats of France, England, and Prussia; the use - or
neglect - of statistics by nascent sociologists, demographers, and insurance actuaries; and the emergence of
statistical methodologies in fields ranging from social reform to agricultural production.The emphasis in
volume 2 is on the more recent scientific advances of the probabilistic approach in various natural and social
sciences, from "random walks" in the stock market to random drift in natural selection, and from
indeterminate events at the atomic level to unpredictable actions at the human level.Lorenz Krüger and
Michael Heidelberger are philosophers of science at Göttingen University, Lorraine J. Daston is a historian at
Brandeis University, Gerd Gigerenzer is a psychologist at the University of Constance, and Mary S. Morgan
is an economist at York University. A Bradford Book.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I can think of no other comparable work that comes even close to covering the same important material in
the history of science and philosophy." Patrick Suppes, Lucie Stern Professor of Philosophy, Stanford
University

These two volumes come close to the best that can be achieved on the topics and the period covered. They
contain a mine of historical and philosophical material. You can dip in almost anywhere and be interested.

(Nature)

About the Author
Lorraine Daston is Director at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in Berlin, Germany. She is
the coauthor of Wonders and the Order of Nature, 1150-1750 and the editor of Things That Talk: Object
Lessons from Art and Science (both Zone Books).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you
busy man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to
answer that question since just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The
Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in History (MIT Press) (Volume 1) to read.

Donovan Houseman:

This The Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in History (MIT Press) (Volume 1) tend to be reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in History
(MIT Press) (Volume 1) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in History (MIT Press) (Volume 1) giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.



Dianna Chrisman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in History (MIT Press) (Volume 1) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The The Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in History (MIT Press) (Volume
1) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Beth Johnson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Probabilistic
Revolution: Ideas in History (MIT Press) (Volume 1) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Probabilistic Revolution: Ideas in
History (MIT Press) (Volume 1) become your personal starter.
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