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Neil Duxbury examines how precedents constrain legal decision-makers and how
legal decision-makers relax and avoid those constraints. There is no single
principle or theory which explains the authority of precedent but rather a number
of arguments which raise rebuttable presumptions in favour of precedent-
following. This book examines the force and the limitations of these arguments
and shows that although the principal requirement of the doctrine of precedent is
that courts respect earlier judicial decisions on materially identical facts, the
doctrine also requires courts to depart from such decisions when following them
would perpetuate legal error or injustice. Not only do judicial precedents not
'bind' judges in the classical-positivist sense, but, were they to do so, they would
be ill suited to common-law decision-making. Combining historical inquiry and
philosophical analysis, this book will assist anyone seeking to understand how
precedent operates as a common-law doctrine.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...For the American reader concerned with precedent in constitutional law, there is much food for thought..."
--Matthew J. Franck, Radford University; Visiting Fellow, Princeton University, The Law and Politics
Book Review

About the Author
Neil Duxbury is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Fomby:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Nature and Authority of Precedent. Try to the actual book The
Nature and Authority of Precedent as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Fox:

This The Nature and Authority of Precedent usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Nature and Authority of Precedent can be on the list of great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Nature and
Authority of Precedent forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Patricia Humes:

This The Nature and Authority of Precedent is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Nature and Authority of
Precedent can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here



for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Terry McConnell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Nature and Authority of Precedent was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Nature and Authority of Precedent
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading in which.
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