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The auteur theory, of which film criticAndrew Sarris was the leading American
proponent, holds that artistry in cinema can be largely attributed to film directors,
who, while often working against the strictures of studios, producers, and
scriptwriters, manage to infuse each film in their oeuvre with their personal style.
Sarris's The American Cinema, the bible of auteur studies, is a history of
American film in the form of a lively guide to the work of two hundred film
directors, from Griffith, Chaplin, and von Sternberg to Mike Nichols, Stanley
Kubrick, and Jerry Lewis. In addition, the book includes a chronology of the
most important American films, an alphabetical list of over 6000 films with their
directors and years of release, and the seminal essays "Toward a Theory of Film
History" and "The Auteur Theory Revisited." Over twenty-five years after its
initial publication, The American Cinema remains perhaps the most influential
book ever written on the subject.
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Sarris's The American Cinema, the bible of auteur studies, is a history of American film in the form of a
lively guide to the work of two hundred film directors, from Griffith, Chaplin, and von Sternberg to Mike
Nichols, Stanley Kubrick, and Jerry Lewis. In addition, the book includes a chronology of the most
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Since its publication in 1968, The American Cinema has been the manifesto of the auteur theory. Written by
Andrew Sarris, the theory's chief advocate, the book traces the history of movies by examining the careers of
more than 200 film directors. Covering everyone from D.W. Griffith to Francis Coppola, Orson Welles to
Roman Polanski, Sarris argues that directorial greatness is marked by a personal style and consistency of
excellence that can be traced throughout a career. Sarris's commentary is sometimes worshipful, sometimes
acrid, but almost always quotable. Alfred Hitchcock is "the supreme technician of the American cinema."
John Huston coasted "on his reputation as a wronged individualist with an alibi for every bad movie."
Stanley Kubrick holds "a naive faith in the power of images to transcend fuzzy feelings and vague ideas."
Michelangelo Antonioni makes films so pessimistic and alienating that Sarris dubs him "Antoniennui."

You may not agree with all of Sarris's assessments, but this book provides the best possible opportunity to
consider auteurism, an approach to cinema that, in an age that reveres Scorsese, Spielberg, and Tarantino,
seems more relevant than ever. The book closes with an essay called "The Auteur Theory Revised," Sarris's
attempt at a definitive theoretical statement. --Raphael Shargel

From Library Journal
This 1968 volume is probably the bible of the auteur theory of filmmaking, i.e., that the director's vision is
what shapes film history. Though LJ's reviewer found some of Sarris's conclusions "furiously debatable,"
this nonetheless is an "invaluable reference book and a major contribution to film literature" (LJ 12/15/68).
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

The Week, Kenneth Turan's “The Book List,” 7/4/14
“There is no overestimating the impact critic Andrew Sarris had on serious filmgoers…This book is an
essential work of film criticism.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

This The American Cinema: Directors And Directions 1929-1968 are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The American Cinema: Directors And Directions
1929-1968 can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The American Cinema: Directors And Directions 1929-1968 giving
you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Joaquin Hogan:

The e-book untitled The American Cinema: Directors And Directions 1929-1968 is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The American Cinema: Directors
And Directions 1929-1968 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Mark Cabrera:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The American Cinema: Directors And Directions
1929-1968 was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The American
Cinema: Directors And Directions 1929-1968 has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Lily Pawlak:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book The American Cinema: Directors And Directions 1929-1968 we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The American Cinema:
Directors And Directions 1929-1968. You can more appealing than now.
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