
Saint Maybe

By Anne Tyler

Saint Maybe By Anne Tyler

9 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list!

"A novel that attests once again to Ms. Tyler's enormous gifts as a writer."
--THE NEW YORK TIMES

"Captivating . . . . Compelling . . . . There is a kind of magic at work in this
novel."
--THE WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD

In 1965, the happy Bedloe family is living an ideal, apple-pie existence in
Baltimore.  Then, in the blink of an eye, a single tragic event occurs that will
transform their lives forever--particularly that of seventeen-year-old Ian Bedloe,
the youngest son, who blames himself for the sudden "accidental" death of his
older brother.

Depressed and depleted, Ian is almost crushed under the weight of an unbearable,
secret guilt.  Then one crisp January evening, he catches sight of a window with
glowing yellow neon, the CHURCH OF THE SECOND CHANCE.  He enters
and soon discovers that forgiveness must be earned, through a bit of sacrifice and
a lot of love...
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Tyler makes things look so easy that she never gets enough credit, yet she portrays everyday Americans with
such humor, grace and, ultimately, emotional force that her books are always deeply satisfying. In Saint
Maybe her protagonist Ian Bedloe, stricken with guilt over the death of his older brother, raises three
children unrelated to him by blood. He is strengthened in this Herculean task by the storefront Church of the
Second Chance, to which he devotes himself with equal fervor. Someone once said all great writers are
comic writers. Among living Americans, Tyler is exhibit A.

From Publishers Weekly
Although Tyler ( Breathing Lessons ; Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant ) is again writing about families--
the way they cleave together in times of trouble and muddle through with stoic courage--her eminently
satisfying new novel breaks her familiar mold, giving us ordinary, not eccentric characters who are shaped
by disastrous events into quietly heroic behavior. The Bedloes are cheerful and count their blessings, even if
they are far from rich and live on a slightly seedy street in Baltimore. But when 17-year-old Ian rashly
informs his older brother Dan that the latter's wife was undoubtedly pregnant before their marriage, Dan
commits suicide, and Ian is left with profound guilt--especially since Dan's wife dies soon after. Asking
God's forgiveness, he receives spiritual guidance at the endearingly shabby Church of the Second Chance.
He drops out of college, becomes a carpenter and helps his parents care for the three orphaned children; as
the years pass, that burden falls primarily on Ian's shoulders. Wondering when God will signal that his
atonement can end, Ian has an epiphany: "You could never call it a penance, to have to care for those three."
Ian eventually does construct a life for himself, in one of Tyler's most appealing endings. The narrative also
enjoys her whimsical humor (although the group role of the "foreigners" who live in the neighborhood
verges on caricature). Since her characters' foibles never overwhelm their homespun simplicity, the reader is
emotionally involved and touched as never before. 250,000 first printing; BOMC main selection; first serial
to the New Yorker.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- All is well with the Bedloe's Baltimore family until Danny, the eldest son, announces his engagement
to Lucy, a woman he has known for only two weeks and who is the mother of two small children, Agatha
and Thomas. Their own daughter, Daphne, is born sooner than expected that same year. The suicides of first
Danny and then Lucy are unexplained, and all but destroy the Bedloe family. While only a college freshman,
Ian, Danny's younger brother, returns home to raise the orphaned children and to search for his own salvation
through the Church of the Second Chance. Tyler's remarkable novel pulls at the heart strings and jogs the
memories of forgotten youth. Ian's story is neither action packed nor fast moving, but each page will be
eagerly anticipated. While the majority of YA readers lack enough life experiences to appreciate the pure joy
of Tyler's descriptions and thoughts, not to steer them in her direction would be a shame. --Katherine Fitch,
Lake Braddock Secondary School, Burke, VA
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Donovan:

The reason? Because this Saint Maybe is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ann Bland:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Saint Maybe why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Richard Pascual:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Saint Maybe was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Blair Gant:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Saint Maybe was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Saint Maybe has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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