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Rembrandt’s extraordinary paintings of female nudes—Andromeda, Susanna, Diana and her Nymphs,
Danaë, Bathsheba—as well as his etchings of nude women, have fascinated many generations of art lovers
and art historians. But they also elicited vehement criticism when first shown, described as against-the-grain,
anticlassical—even ugly and unpleasant. However, Rembrandt chose conventional subjects, kept close to
time-honored pictorial schemes, and was well aware of the high prestige accorded to the depiction of the
naked female body. Why, then, do these works deviate so radically from the depictions of nude women by
other artists? To answer this question Eric Jan Sluijter, in Rembrandt and the Female Nude, examines
Rembrandt’s paintings and etchings against the background of established pictorial traditions in the
Netherlands and Italy. Exploring Rembrandt’s intense dialogue with the works of predecessors and peers,
Sluijter demonstrates that, more than any other artist, Rembrandt set out to incite the greatest possible
empathy in the viewer, an approach that had far-reaching consequences for the moral and erotic implications
of the subjects Rembrandt chose to depict.

            In this richly illustrated study, Sluijter presents an innovative approach to Rembrandt’s views on the
art of painting, his attitude towards antiquity and Italian art of the Renaissance, his sustained rivalry with the
works of other artists, his handling of the moral and erotic issues inherent in subjects with female nudes, and
the nature of his artistic choices.  
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Editorial Review

Review

"A comprehensive, sensitive examination of a compelling topic in Rembrandt studies. Essential."
(Choice)

"Rembrandt is revealed as an artist who drew heavily upon the visual tradition and its iconography, but also
consulted text and used his own imagination to evolve a distinctive approach to the female nude. Sluijter's
excellent book will be a classic on this subject for many decades to come. . . . It offers new ways of defining
what is meant by 'realism' in Rembrandt's art."
(Shirley Perlove Historians of Netherlandish Art)

About the Author

Eric Jan Sluijter is professor of the history of Renaissance and early modern art at the University of
Amsterdam. Currently he is visiting professor at the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Bell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Rembrandt and the Female Nude (Amsterdam Studies in the
Dutch Golden Age) to read.

Ronald Johnson:

This book untitled Rembrandt and the Female Nude (Amsterdam Studies in the Dutch Golden Age) to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from
your list.



Lisa Sullivan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Rembrandt and the Female Nude (Amsterdam Studies in the Dutch
Golden Age) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book features high quality.

Tara Payton:

You can find this Rembrandt and the Female Nude (Amsterdam Studies in the Dutch Golden Age) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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