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Shepard examines how subpoenas for newsgathering information have raised
both old and new legal and ethical problems for journalists seeking to protect
confidential sources. He explores the ethical and legal evolution of journalistic
privilege drawing on cases from the 19th century, the First Amendment principle
that emerged in the middle of the 20th century, the public policy implications
debated in congressional hearings in the 1970s, and the rise and fall of common
law protections in the federal courts between 1972 and 2003. He also interviews
key journalists and media lawyers in recent privilege cases. In tracing the
development of the journalist's privilege from colonial times to the present,
Shepard finds a dynamic interaction among journalism ethics, free-press theory,
and legal jurisprudence that supports qualified legal protections for journalists.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jason M. Shepard is an assistant professor of communications at California State University, Fullerton,
where he teaches courses in journalism, media law and communications history. He spent 10 years as an
award-winning journalist in Madison, Wis., covering crime, schools, local politics and the media.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Rogers:

Here thing why this Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment
(Law and Society) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Privileging the Press:
Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment (Law and Society) giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with
Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment (Law and Society).
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment (Law and
Society) in e-book can be your alternate.

Rose Ibarra:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism
Ethics and the First Amendment (Law and Society) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Heidi Montgomery:

The actual book Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment
(Law and Society) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment (Law and Society)
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.



Suk Barry:

Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and the First Amendment (Law and Society)
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Privileging the Press: Confidential Sources, Journalism Ethics and
the First Amendment (Law and Society) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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