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The marine environment is the largest, most important, and yet most mysterious
habitat on our planet. It contains more than 99% of the world's living space,
produces half of its oxygen, plays a critical role in regulating its climate, and
supports a remarkably diverse and exquisitely adapted array of life forms, from
microscopic viruses, bacteria, and plankton to the largest existing animals. In this
unique Very Short Introduction, biologist Philip Mladenov provides a
comprehensive overview of marine biology, offering a tour of marine life and
marine processes that ranges from the polar oceans to tropical coral reefs, and
from shoreline mollusks to deep-sea hydrothermal vents. Mladenov also looks at
a number of factors that pose a significant threat to the marine environment and
to many of its life forms-threats such as overfishing, coastal development, plastic
pollution, oil spills, nutrient pollution, the spread of exotic species, and the
emission of climate changing greenhouse gases. Throughout the book he
successfully weaves around the principles of marine biology a discussion of the
human impacts on the oceans and the threats these pose to our welfare.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The marine environment is the largest, most important, and yet most mysterious habitat on our planet. It
contains more than 99% of the world's living space, produces half of its oxygen, plays a critical role in
regulating its climate, and supports a remarkably diverse and exquisitely adapted array of life forms, from
microscopic viruses, bacteria, and plankton to the largest existing animals. In this unique Very Short
Introduction, biologist Philip Mladenov provides a comprehensive overview of marine biology, offering a
tour of marine life and marine processes that ranges from the polar oceans to tropical coral reefs, and from
shoreline mollusks to deep-sea hydrothermal vents. Mladenov also looks at a number of factors that pose a
significant threat to the marine environment and to many of its life forms-threats such as overfishing, coastal
development, plastic pollution, oil spills, nutrient pollution, the spread of exotic species, and the emission of
climate changing greenhouse gases. Throughout the book he successfully weaves around the principles of
marine biology a discussion of the human impacts on the oceans and the threats these pose to our welfare.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The account is up-to-date, pointing out new research in such areas as dissolved organic carbon, the El Niño
cycle, and deep ocean biology, such as whale falls and the unexpected richness of the deep ocean bottom,
discovered by the view from submersibles."--J.A. Mather, iCHOICEr

About the Author

Philip V. Mladenov is Director of Seven Seas Consulting in New Zealand. He has more than 35 years of
professional experience in marine biological research, teaching, and exploration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Marine Biology: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question Marine Biology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not simply by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Linda Long:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Marine Biology: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Joseph Chitwood:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have



it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Marine Biology: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Marine Biology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Armida Shipman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Marine Biology: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Marine
Biology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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