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Exploring more than a dozen personal collections of contemporary artists, this
unique and revealing book probes the aesthetic and psychological dimensions of
collecting and shows how objects can influence and reflect their owners’ work.
Throughout history artists have collected objects for professional and private
reasons. Picasso, for example, collected African and Oceanic art; Walker Evans
amassed a huge collection of postcards depicting ordinary Americans; and
Matisse was an avid collector of exotic textiles and furniture. This book takes a
look at the private collecting habits of contemporary artists including Arman,
Peter Blake, Hanne Darboven, Edmund de Waal, Damien Hirst, Howard
Hodgkin, Dr Lakra, Sol LeWitt, Martin Parr, Jim Shaw, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Andy
Warhol, Pae White, and Martin Wong/Danh Vo. Their holdings range from
mass-produced memorabilia and popular collectibles, such as cookie jars and
children’s toys owned by Warhol, to unique curiosities and specimens, like
Blake's collection of Walter Potter taxidermy, and other curios and rarefied
artifacts, such as important examples of African art owned by Arman. Presented
alongside key examples of their work, these objects provide insight into the
inspirations, influences, motives, and obsessions of their owners. A lead essay
examines the reasons why artists collect, attempting to understand the
relationship between the objects artists amass and the works they make, and
contributions by or on each of the artists reflect on the personal significance of
collecting habits.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[Yee] gathered together the unique and mesmerizing personal collections of more than a dozen
contemporary artists . . . Psychological, psychedelic and everything between and beyond, these collections
inspired some of the most influential artists of our time; collections such as Hiroshi Sugimoto’s Japanese
antiquities, Sir Peter Blake’s taxidermy, Arman’s African art and, of course, Andy Warhol’s cookie jars.”

?Juxtapoz

“Presented alongside written reflections on or by each of the artists, as well as key examples of their work,
the featured collections reveal how—just as art is coveted by collectors—objects are often treasured by
artists, and how collections can both influence and reflect their owner’s works.”

—The Boston Globe

About the Author
Lydia Yee is a Curator at the Barbican Art Gallery in London and has recently been appointed Chief Curator
at Whitechapel Gallery, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Knowles:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector. Try to face the
book Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector as your close friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Roman Leonard:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector book is readable by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience



without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with
Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you continue to thinking Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Larry Gregg:

Exactly why? Because this Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Matthew Seifert:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list will be Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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