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The last of Cyrus the Great’s dynastic inheritors and the legendary enemy of
Alexander the Great, Darius III ruled over a Persian Empire that stretched from
the Mediterranean to the Indus River. Yet, despite being the most powerful king
of his time, Darius remains an obscure figure.

As Pierre Briant explains in the first book ever devoted to the historical memory
of Darius III, the little that is known of him comes primarily from Greek and
Roman sources, which often present him in an unflattering light, as a decadent
Oriental who lacked the masculine virtues of his Western adversaries. Influenced
by the Alexander Romance as they are, even the medieval Persian sources are not
free of harsh prejudices against the king D?r?, whom they deemed deficient in
the traditional kingly virtues. Ancient Classical accounts construct a man who is
in every respect Alexander’s opposite?feeble-minded, militarily inept, addicted to
pleasure, and vain. When Darius’s wife and children are captured by Alexander’s
forces at the Battle of Issos, Darius is ready to ransom his entire kingdom to save
them?a devoted husband and father, perhaps, but a weak king.

While Darius seems doomed to be a footnote in the chronicle of Alexander’s
conquests, in one respect it is Darius who has the last laugh. For after Darius’s
defeat in 331 BCE, Alexander is described by historians as becoming ever more
like his vanquished opponent: a Darius-like sybarite prone to unmanly excess.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Darius in the Shadow of Alexander.

Joyce Murphy:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Darius in the Shadow of
Alexander book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Gary Forsyth:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Darius in the
Shadow of Alexander suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
book untitled Darius in the Shadow of Alexanderis the main of several books which everyone read now. This
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Willie Thacker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As



we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Darius in the Shadow of Alexander can make you sense more interested
to read.
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