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The importance of complexity is well-captured by Hawking's comment:
"Complexity is the science of the 21st century". From the movement of flocks of
birds to the Internet, environmental sustainability, and market regulation, the
study and understanding of complex non-linear systems has become highly
influential over the last 30 years.

In this Very Short Introduction, one of the leading figures in the field, John
Holland, introduces the key elements and conceptual framework of complexity.
From complex physical systems such as fluid flow and the difficulties of
predicting weather, to complex adaptive systems such as the highly diverse and
interdependent ecosystems of rainforests, he combines simple, well-known
examples -- Adam Smith's pin factory, Darwin's comet orchid, and Simon's
'watchmaker' -- with an account of the approaches, involving agents and urn
models, taken by complexity theory.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John H. Holland is a leading figure in the field of complexity science who pioneered genetic algorithms. He
is Professor of Psychology and Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at The University
of Michigan, and a member of the Board of Trustees and Science Board of the Santa Fe Institute. He is also
the author of Emergence (OUP, 1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Crowell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Complexity: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Patricia Sax:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Debra Capone:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).



Rose Heck:

Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing
Complexity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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