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This book provides a detailed introduction to the development of the German
language from the earliest reconstructible prehistory to the present day. A key to
understanding how any human language works is understanding how that
language developed over time. German speakers, as well as language learners
and teachers are often puzzled by many questions about the German language:
How did German come to have so many different dialects and close linguistic
cousins like Dutch and Plattdeutsch? Why does German have 'umlaut' vowels
and why do they play so many different roles in the grammar (noun plurals and
subjunctive verbs, among many more)? Why are noun plurals so complicated (-e,
-en, -er, umlaut, -s or nothing at all)? Are there reasons for the different gender
markings in the language (die Woche versus das Auge)? Are dialects dying out
today? Does English, with all the words it loans to German, pose a threat to the
language? Full, satisfying answers to many of these questions are emerging in
current research and this book presents, in an accessible manner, a concise
linguistic introduction to the history of German as specialists understand it today.
The book is supported by a companion website and is suitable for language
learners and teachers and students of linguistics, from undergraduate level
upwards.
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This book provides a detailed introduction to the development of the German language from the earliest
reconstructible prehistory to the present day. A key to understanding how any human language works is
understanding how that language developed over time. German speakers, as well as language learners and
teachers are often puzzled by many questions about the German language: How did German come to have so
many different dialects and close linguistic cousins like Dutch and Plattdeutsch? Why does German have
'umlaut' vowels and why do they play so many different roles in the grammar (noun plurals and subjunctive
verbs, among many more)? Why are noun plurals so complicated (-e, -en, -er, umlaut, -s or nothing at all)?
Are there reasons for the different gender markings in the language (die Woche versus das Auge)? Are
dialects dying out today? Does English, with all the words it loans to German, pose a threat to the language?
Full, satisfying answers to many of these questions are emerging in current research and this book presents,
in an accessible manner, a concise linguistic introduction to the history of German as specialists understand it
today. The book is supported by a companion website and is suitable for language learners and teachers and
students of linguistics, from undergraduate level upwards.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Joseph Salmons has produced a brilliant and challenging book that is already spurring fruitful discussion
and collaboration. This project will give students a real sense of our dynamic field, with its lively debates
and intriguing open questions. For many students, Salmons's book and website will be their first taste of
Germanic historical linguistics and perhaps their first exposure to linguistics of any kind. It will not be long
before many young colleagues start telling us that what first turned them on to the serious study of language
was A History of German." --Language

About the Author

Joseph Salmons is the Lester W.J. "Smoky" Seifert Professor of Germanic Linguistics at University of
Wisconsin, Madison. He holds a BA in Philosophy (UNC-Charlotte, 1978) and a PhD in Germanic
Linguistics (University of Texas, 1984). His research, teaching and outreach work all focus on speech sounds
and language change, drawing data particularly from Germanic languages, including current Wisconsin
English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Pak:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) seemed to be
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book A History of German (Oxford
Linguistics). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Corrine Steinke:

Here thing why this kind of A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with A History of
German (Oxford Linguistics). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) in e-book can be your substitute.



Jocelyn Harper:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Delilah Jordan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you is A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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