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Editorial Review

Review
"Immensely intelligent and erudite, the book presents its provocative arguments in a very lucid and
accessible manner without compromising for a moment the intellectual complexity of the issues involved.
Written with clarity and precision, it does not offer a new dogmatic position, but on the contrary, reopens the
debate over the embodiment, sexuality, and history in a provocative and original manner, forcing us to
rethink the familiar categories and modes of argumentation. As such, it is a welcome and important
contribution to psychoanalysis and feminism alike."
-Ewa Plonowska Ziarek, "Hypatia
"Shepherdson tackles some of the most difficult and pressing problems in psychoanalysis and feminism in
recent years. Perhaps more than any other current theorist, he shows us that the distinction between culture
and nature is neither to be refused nor taken for granted. Through a close and brilliant analysis of the body,
sexual difference, the symptom, and fantasy, he radicalizes the thesis of the bodily ego, and makes us all
rethink the psychic meanings that biology may assume. Although no one will agree with every word,
everyone will be provoked and made smarter by reading this most erudite and lucid text."
-Judith Butler, author of "Gender Trouble
"This book is a revolutionary examination of French feminism. Shepherdson uncovers in the works he
studies a much more powerful tradition than the one we have generally accepted. What distinguishes his
readings is their conviction--and pellucid demonstration--of psychoanalysis's refusal to cede sex and the
body either to nature or to culture. This allows him to construct for French feminism a richer history, into
which he introducesseveral lesser-known thinkers, a clear clinical dimension, and a wholly new theoretical
purchase. "Vital Signs sets a new standard for psychoanalytic feminism."
-Joan Copjec, author of "Read My Desire: Lacan Against the Historicists
"Charles Shepherdson brilliantly illuminates the theoretical specificity of psychoanalysis as a unique
knowledge base, focusing on topics of particular interest within feminist theory and clinical discourse. With
unswerving intellectual vitality, Shepherdson argues against the prevalent dichotomies and anachronisms
that have plagued the American debate on psychoanalysis. With "Vital Signs we are offered an opportunity
to become familiar with the significant but often misunderstood contributions of our continental colleagues--
Lacan and Foucault, but especially Kristeva, Irigaray, Lemoine-Luccioni, and Millot--and in a highly
accessible manner."
-Leo Goldberger, editor of "Psychoanalysis and Contemporary Thought
"A glance at the endorsements of Shepherdson's "Vital Signs immediately affirms the significance of this
book....After reading Shepherdson's book, it became clear that such striking endorsements were no
exaggeration."
-Janet L. Lucas, "Journal for the Psychoanalysis of Culture and Society, Spring 2003

About the Author
Charles Shepherdson was recently Assistant Professor of English at the University of Missouri, Columbia.
He is currently a visiting scholar at the Institute for Advanced Study. He holds a PhD in English from
Vanderbilt and has published a number of essays and book chapters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kathryn Robinson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Vital Signs: Nature,
Culture, Psychoanalysis is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Stephen Stovall:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Vital Signs: Nature, Culture, Psychoanalysis can be your answer as it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Gary Forsyth:

Beside this specific Vital Signs: Nature, Culture, Psychoanalysis in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Vital Signs: Nature, Culture, Psychoanalysis because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

Sandra Easley:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Vital Signs: Nature, Culture, Psychoanalysis. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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