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A breathtaking and dramatic account of the JFK assassination by the NEW
YORK TIMES bestselling author of CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER!

In his new young-adult book on the Kennedy assassination, James Swanson will
transport readers back to one of the most shocking, sad, and terrifying events in
American history. As he did in his bestselling Scholastic YA book, CHASING
LINCOLN'S KILLER, Swanson will deploy his signature "you are there" style --
a riveting, ticking-clock pace, with an unprecedented eye for dramatic details and
impeccable historical accuracy -- to tell the story of the JFK assassination as it
has never been told before.

The book will be illustrated with archival photos, and will have diagrams, source
notes, bibliography, places to visit, and index
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 6 Up–Swanson's title reads like a thriller, with intense pacing and an engaging narrative. The event is not
depicted as dry, textbook history, but rather as a horrifying and shocking crime. Full- and double-page
photographs of President Kennedy and Lee Harvey Oswald, and stills from the famous Zapruder film–which
captured the assassination in real time–breathe emotion into the work. Kennedy's and Oswald's backgrounds
are illuminated as the narrative descends toward their tragic connection. A well-illustrated map of Dealey
Plaza detailing the President's route clarifies the position of relevant buildings and features at the time of the
assassination. This book is graphic with respect to both images and verbage. Swanson provides a compelling
case for Oswald as a lone gunman, arguing against the various and popular conspiracy theories. A diagram of
the infamous “magic bullet” illustrates how a single bullet could cause multiple wounds for both JFK and
Governor Connally. Despite the great number of books on Kennedy's assassination, this volume stands out
for its gripping storytelling style and photographic documentation.–Jeffrey Meyer, Mount Pleasant Public
Library, IAα(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
Historian Swanson, who focused on Abraham Lincoln in Chasing Lincoln’s Killer (2009) and Bloody Times:
The Funeral of Abraham Lincoln and the Manhunt for Jefferson Davis (2011), introduces the man who
became the youngest president in American history. The narrative text highlights John F. Kennedy’s naval
career, abbreviated presidential term, and his courtship and family life with Jacqueline Bouvier. Swanson
balances this coverage of the former president with a profile of Lee Harvey Oswald as well as a dramatic
account of Kennedy’s assassination on November 22, 1963. Swanson makes clear that he agrees with the
Warren Commission that Oswald was the lone gunman, and he spells out his disdain for conspiracy theories.
Pair this title with O’Reilly’s Kennedy’s Last Days: The Shocking Assassination That Changed America
(2012), which posits that there was a “mysterious figure who some thought was Oswald’s CIA handler.”
Archival photographs, explicit diagrams of the assassination scene, source notes, and a bibliography that
includes conspiracy-focused literature add further value to this strong addition to Kennedy titles. Grades 6-
10. --Gail Bush

Review

Praise for CHASING LINCOLN'S KILLER

An ALA Best Books for Young Adults

BOOKLIST Notable Children's Book

Recommended as one of the top children's books about Lincoln by AMERICAN HISTORY MAGAZINE.

* "The YA version of Swanson's bestselling MANHUNT this account of Lincoln's assassination and the

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


twelve-day search for his killer reads like a historical thriller. . . . Abundant period photographs and
documents enhance the book's immediacy."--PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, starred review

* "Divided into fourteen chapters and an epilogue, the sentences are shorter and chapters are condensed from
the original but the rich details and suspense are ever present, . . . It is a tale of intrigue and an engrossing
mystery. With the approaching bicentennial of Lincoln's birth, this is a most welcome addition to all
libraries."--SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL, starred review

 

YALSA-ALA Excellence in Young Adult Nonfiction Award Finalist

"Swanson brings the same immediacy and thrillerlike tension he achieved in Chasing Lincoln’s Killer to this
harrowing account of the Kennedy assassination (an adult version, End of Days, will be published later this
year). As the subtitle suggests, Swanson concentrates on the buildup to and aftermath of the Dallas shooting
on November 22, 1963. After a quick overview of Kennedy’s ascent to and first years in office (including the
Bay of Pigs and the Space Race), he shifts between Kennedy and Lee Harvey Oswald in the days before and
after the assassination. Swanson doesn’t avoid the horrific details of the shooting, and he’s open about the
failings of well-meaning officials and staffers in the wake of the shooting. There’s no danger of uncovering
any sympathy for Oswald, painted by Swanson as “a complaining, self-pitying, attention-seeking,
temperamental, impoverished idealogue.” The book’s meticulous design incorporates numerous diagrams
and b&w period photographs, and extensive source notes back up Swanson’s work. Even the simple decision
to title the book’s chapters by date emphasizes how, in the span of just a few days, America changed
irrevocably." - Publishers Weekly starred review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Myers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John
F. Kennedy. Try to face the book The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy as
your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and



knowledge with this book.

Livia Wilder:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Donald Oakes:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy.

Jack Bell:

The book untitled The President Has Been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice learn.
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