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For almost fifty years, Sources of Japanese Tradition has been the single most
valuable collection of English-language readings on Japan. Unrivalled in its wide
selection of source materials on history, society, politics, education, philosophy,
and religion, the two-volume textbook is a crucial resource for students, scholars,
and readers seeking an introduction to Japanese civilization.

Originally published in a single hardcover book, Volume 2 is now available as an
abridged, two-part paperback. Part 1 covers the Tokugawa period to 1868,
including texts that address the spread of neo-Confucianism and Buddhism and
the initial encounters of Japan and the West. Part 2 begins with the Meiji period
and ends at the new millennium, shedding light on such major movements as the
Enlightenment, constitutionalism, nationalism, socialism, and feminism, and the
impact of the postwar occupation. Commentary by major scholars and
comprehensive bibliographies and indexes are included.

Together, these readings map out the development of modern Japanese
civilization and illuminate the thought and teachings of its intellectual, political,
and religious leaders.
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For almost fifty years, Sources of Japanese Tradition has been the single most valuable collection of
English-language readings on Japan. Unrivalled in its wide selection of source materials on history, society,
politics, education, philosophy, and religion, the two-volume textbook is a crucial resource for students,
scholars, and readers seeking an introduction to Japanese civilization.

Originally published in a single hardcover book, Volume 2 is now available as an abridged, two-part
paperback. Part 1 covers the Tokugawa period to 1868, including texts that address the spread of neo-
Confucianism and Buddhism and the initial encounters of Japan and the West. Part 2 begins with the Meiji
period and ends at the new millennium, shedding light on such major movements as the Enlightenment,
constitutionalism, nationalism, socialism, and feminism, and the impact of the postwar occupation.
Commentary by major scholars and comprehensive bibliographies and indexes are included.

Together, these readings map out the development of modern Japanese civilization and illuminate the
thought and teachings of its intellectual, political, and religious leaders.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Sources of Japanese Tradition is a treasure." -- John W. Dower

"The volumes of Sources of Japanese Tradition have proved to be invaluable guides to the study of Japanese
history and culture. Its publication is welcome news to all those who are interested in the origins of
contemporary Japanese society and culture." -- Akira Iriye

About the Author

Wm. Theodore de Bary is John Mitchell Mason Professor Emeritus and Provost Emeritus at Columbia
University, and Director of the Heyman Center for the Humanities. He has written extensively on
Confucianism in East Asia, and is coeditor of the first edition of Sources of Chinese Tradition, as well as
Sources of Japanese Tradition and Sources of Korean Tradition. Richard Lufrano is assistant professor of
Chinese history at the College of Staten Island and the author of Honorable Merchants: Commerce and Self-
Cultivation in Late Imperial China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

The book Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to
Asian Civilizations) (Volume 2) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged:
1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) (Volume 2) being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide Sources of Japanese
Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) (Volume 2).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Catherine Browning:

The ability that you get from Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000
(Introduction to Asian Civilizations) (Volume 2) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to Asian
Civilizations) (Volume 2) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can



go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Sources of
Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to Asian Civilizations)
(Volume 2) instantly.

Beth French:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to Asian
Civilizations) (Volume 2), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Daniel Johnson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600
to 2000; Part 2: 1868 to 2000 (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) (Volume 2) reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still skepticism Sources of Japanese Tradition, Abridged: 1600 to 2000; Part 2: 1868
to 2000 (Introduction to Asian Civilizations) (Volume 2) as good book not merely by the cover but also by
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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