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'Performance' has become one of the key terms for the new century. But what do
we mean by 'performance'? In today's world it can refer to experimental art;
productivity in the workplace; and the functionality of technological systems. Do
these disparate fields bear any relation to each other?
In Perform or Else Jon McKenzie asserts that there is a relationship cultural,
organisational, and technological performance. In this theoretical tour de force
McKenzie demonstrates that all three paradigms operate together to create
powerful and contradictory pressures to 'perform...or else'. This is an urgent and
important intervention in contemporary critical thinking. It will profoundly shape
our understanding of twenty-first century structures of power and knowledge.
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'Performance' has become one of the key terms for the new century. But what do we mean by 'performance'?
In today's world it can refer to experimental art; productivity in the workplace; and the functionality of
technological systems. Do these disparate fields bear any relation to each other?
In Perform or Else Jon McKenzie asserts that there is a relationship cultural, organisational, and
technological performance. In this theoretical tour de force McKenzie demonstrates that all three paradigms
operate together to create powerful and contradictory pressures to 'perform...or else'. This is an urgent and
important intervention in contemporary critical thinking. It will profoundly shape our understanding of
twenty-first century structures of power and knowledge.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Overall, I find McKenzie's fluid essaying and profuse theorizing exhilarating. Alternately serious and ludic,
vigorously interpretive and rewardingly idiosyncratic, this book is best read in the spirit in which it was
written: as performance.."
-"Theatre Journal, Arthur Sabatini, Arizona State University
"In high-spirited prose that careens through both predictable and idiosyncratically selected texts and
examples, McKenzie makes the case for rethinking performance as a concept and theory applicable far
beyond theatre, performance, and cultural studies.."
-"Theatre Journal, Arthur Sabatini, Arizona State University
..."incredibly smart, provocative, and important.."
-Janelle Reinelt, University of California, Irvine
"Wholly original. Extremely valuable. A truly remarkable book.."
-Philip Auslander, author of "Liveness
"This tour de force introduces 'performance' as a new practice giving access to a secret network connecting
'performance' in all its uses across the divisions of knowledge. The liminal hinge of this newtork is 'the
Challenger Lecture Machine, ' to whose seven Challengers may be added this eighth wonder of the
performance world.."
-Gregory L. Ulmer, Professor of English, University of Florida

About the Author
Jon McKenzie is Visiting Professor of Performance Studies at Tisch School of the Arts, New York
University, where he teaches courses on globalization, experience design, and organizational performance.
He also consults as a strategist in the new media industry. His essays include Laurie Anderson for Dummies
and Towards a Sociopoetics of Interface Design: etoy, eToys, TOYWAR.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elena Sparrow:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Perform or Else: From Discipline to Performance. Try to make the
book Perform or Else: From Discipline to Performance as your friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kristy Douglas:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Perform or Else: From



Discipline to Performance? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Ryan Walker:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Perform or Else: From Discipline to Performance as your
daily resource information.

Vanessa Kistler:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Perform or Else: From Discipline to Performance we can have more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Perform or Else: From Discipline to
Performance. You can more inviting than now.
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