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Given that the world has moved well beyond the period of Western colonialism,
and clearly into a durable period in which non-Western cultures have gained their
political autonomy, it is long past time that non-Western voices had a higher
profile in debates about international relations, not just as disciples of Western
schools of thought, but as inventors of their own approaches. Western IR theory
has had the advantage of being the first in the field, and has developed many
valuable insights, but few would defend the position that it captures everything
we need to know about world politics.

In this book, Acharya and Buzan introduce non-Western IR traditions to a
Western IR audience, and challenge the dominance of Western theory. An
international team of experts reinforce existing criticisms that IR theory is
Western-focused and therefore misrepresents and misunderstands much of world
history by introducing the reader to non-Western traditions, literature and
histories relevant to how IR is conceptualised.

Including case studies on Chinese, Japanese, South Korean, Southeast Asian,
Indian and Islamic IR this book redresses the imbalance and opens up a cross-
cultural comparative perspective on how and why thinking about IR has
developed in the way it has. As such, it will be invaluable reading for both
Western and Asian audiences interested in international relations theory.
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period in which non-Western cultures have gained their political autonomy, it is long past time that non-
Western voices had a higher profile in debates about international relations, not just as disciples of Western
schools of thought, but as inventors of their own approaches. Western IR theory has had the advantage of
being the first in the field, and has developed many valuable insights, but few would defend the position that
it captures everything we need to know about world politics.

In this book, Acharya and Buzan introduce non-Western IR traditions to a Western IR audience, and
challenge the dominance of Western theory. An international team of experts reinforce existing criticisms
that IR theory is Western-focused and therefore misrepresents and misunderstands much of world history by
introducing the reader to non-Western traditions, literature and histories relevant to how IR is
conceptualised.

Including case studies on Chinese, Japanese, South Korean, Southeast Asian, Indian and Islamic IR this book
redresses the imbalance and opens up a cross-cultural comparative perspective on how and why thinking
about IR has developed in the way it has. As such, it will be invaluable reading for both Western and Asian
audiences interested in international relations theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book adds a critically needed voice that specifies areas of deficiency and methods which may
allow for alternative and reasonable disciplinary guidance that can finally address the historical
inequity within the study of IR. The authors provide key insights to a problematic theme regarding
how to overcome “colonization of the mind” by the limiting and framing scopes of inquiry so as to
essentially set an agenda with regard to an entire disciplinary field of academia and its requisite
effects." - William J. Jones, Mahidol University International College; Journal of International and Global
Studies Volume 4, Number 1, (November 2012).

About the Author

Amitav Acharya is Professor of International Politics at American University, USA.

Barry Buzan is Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

This book untitled Non-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia (Politics
in Asia) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Jackson Cabrera:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Non-
Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia (Politics in Asia), you could tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a e-book.



Tracey Cook:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Non-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives
On and Beyond Asia (Politics in Asia) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ralph Pettie:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Non-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia (Politics in
Asia) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to
read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with this book Non-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia
(Politics in Asia). You can more desirable than now.
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