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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the great strengths of James M. Cox's challenging study lies in his demonstration that Mark Twain'
was not the writer's alter ego but a gesture, the meaning of which was to continue emerging through Samuel
Clemens's life'. . . . On the identity of Mark Twain' and on other matters of primarily biographical
interpretation, few scholars have been so illuminating."—South Atlantic Quarterly

"Professor Cox's study of Mark Twain and his writings is a major contribution to our understanding of
America's most popular writer. On such perplexing biographical questions as Olivia Clemens's influence
upon her husband's work, Cox is clear and convincing. On such thorny critical questions as the ending of
Huckleberry Finn,' the authority of the printed version of A Mysterious Stranger,' and the appropriate form of
presentation for the Autobiography,' his opinions are judicious and authoritative. His book, however,
deserves even higher praise, for it is something more than a study of one author; it is a model discussion of
the psychology of humor. Its distinctions between humor and satire and its clarification of the relation
between the humorous and what critics unthinkingly call the serious' will be of interest and value to every
student of the comic."—Virginia Quarterly Review

"This is the kind of book that reads as if the subject had scarcely been touched, a book that is at once wholly
basic and wholly new."—New England Quarterly

"Mr. Cox with few false steps has followed a difficult path to its inevitable conclusion, and has produced the
most thoughtful—though serious—and most thought-provoking study of Mark Twain of his
generation."—Southern Review

"Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor is . . . a model of literary criticism: sensitive, judicious, beautifully written.
. . . He joins that small group of writers—Paine, Brooks, DeVoto, Smith, Andrews, Blair, Kaplan—who have
contributed most to our understanding of Mark Twain."—Nineteenth-Century Fiction

From the Publisher
For this edition of Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor, the author has written a new introduction showing how
and why Mark Twain remains a central figure in American life; he has also appended an essay disclosing
why Adventures of Huckleberry Finn will always be a hard book to take.



About the Author

James M. Cox is Professor Emeritus of English at Dartmouth College. He is the author of Recovering
Literature’s Lost Ground: Essays in American Autobiography and the editor of the Penguin edition of Mark
Twain’s Life on the Mississippi.

The Mark Twain and His Circle Series, edited by Tom Quirk and John Bird

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Mark Twain: The Fate of
Humor book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Scott Ridgway:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor as
your daily resource information.

Zandra Woods:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Mark Twain:
The Fate of Humor suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Mark Twain: The Fate of Humoris the one of several books this everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Steven Miller:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
just before. The Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor giving you another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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