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Jane tells the spectral story of the life and death of Maggie Nelson’s aunt Jane,
who was murdered in 1969 while a first-year law student at the University of
Michigan. Though officially unsolved, Jane’s murder was apparently the third in
a series of seven brutal rape-murders in the area. Nelson was born a few years
after Jane’s death, and the narrative is suffused with the long shadow her murder
cast over both the family and her psyche.

Jane explores the nature of this haunting incident via a collage of poetry, prose,
and documentary sources, including newspapers, related "true crime" books, and
fragments from Jane’s own diaries written. Each piece in Jane has its own form
that serves as an important fissure, disrupting the tabloid, "page-turner" quality of
the story, and eventually returning the reader to deeper questions about girlhood,
empathy, identification, and the essentially unknowable aspects of another’s life
and death. Part elegy, part memoir, detective story, part meditation on violence,
and part conversation between the living and the dead, Jane’s powerful and
disturbing subject matter, combined with its innovations in genre, expands the
notion of what poetry can do—what kind of stories it can tell, and how it can tell
them.
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while a first-year law student at the University of Michigan. Though officially unsolved, Jane’s murder was
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Jane’s death, and the narrative is suffused with the long shadow her murder cast over both the family and her
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Jane explores the nature of this haunting incident via a collage of poetry, prose, and documentary sources,
including newspapers, related "true crime" books, and fragments from Jane’s own diaries written. Each piece
in Jane has its own form that serves as an important fissure, disrupting the tabloid, "page-turner" quality of
the story, and eventually returning the reader to deeper questions about girlhood, empathy, identification, and
the essentially unknowable aspects of another’s life and death. Part elegy, part memoir, detective story, part
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disturbing subject matter, combined with its innovations in genre, expands the notion of what poetry can
do—what kind of stories it can tell, and how it can tell them.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Maggie Nelson is the author of nine books of poetry and prose, many of which have become cult classics
defying categorization. They include the New York Times bestseller The Argonauts, The Art of Cruelty: A
Reckoning, Bluets, The Red Parts: A Memoir, Women, the New York School, and Other True Abstractions
and Something Bright, Then Holes. Since 2005 she has been on the faculty of the School of Critical Studies
at CalArts, where she is currently the Director of the MFA Creative Writing Program. She lives in Los
Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Jane: A Murder (Soft
Skull ShortLit)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Linda Christopher:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Jane: A Murder (Soft Skull ShortLit) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Jane: A
Murder (Soft Skull ShortLit) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Willie Carlos:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Jane: A Murder (Soft Skull ShortLit) as well
as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Jane:
A Murder (Soft Skull ShortLit) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Carmen Pinto:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Jane: A Murder (Soft Skull ShortLit). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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