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This important book confronts the brutal history of the twentieth century to
unravel the psychological mystery of why so many atrocities occurred--the
Holocaust, Hiroshima, the Gulag, Cambodia, Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and others--
and how we can prevent their recurrence. Jonathan Glover finds disturbing
similarities in the psychology of those involved with atrocities, yet offers hope
that the development of a political and personal moral imagination can empower
us to resist all acts of cruelty.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In Humanity, English ethicist Jonathan Glover begins with the now commonplace observation that the last
100 years were perhaps the most brutal in all history. But the problem wasn't that human nature suddenly
took a sharp turn for the worse: "It is a myth that barbarism is unique to the twentieth century: the whole of
human history includes wars, massacres, and every kind of torture and cruelty," he writes. Technology has
made a huge difference, but psychology has remained the same--and this is what Glover seeks to examine,
through discussions of Nietzsche, the My Lai atrocity in Vietnam, Hiroshima, tribal genocide in Rwanda,
Stalinism, Nazism, and so on.

There is much history here, but Humanity is fundamentally a book of philosophy. In his first chapter, for
instance, Glover announces his goal "to replace the thin, mechanical psychology of the Enlightenment with
something more complex, something closer to reality." But he also seeks "to defend the Enlightenment hope
of a world that is more peaceful and more humane, the hope that by understanding more about ourselves we
can do something to create a world with less misery." The result is an odd combination of darkness and
light--darkness because the subject matter of the 20th century's moral failings is so bleak, light because of
Glover's earnest optimism, which insists that "keeping the past alive may help to prevent atrocities." He cites
Stalin's bracing comment, made while signing death warrants: "Who's going to remember all this riff-raff in
ten or twenty years' time? No one." At one level, Humanity is a book of remembrance. But it's more than
that: it's also an attempt to understand what it is in the human mind that makes moral disaster always loom--
and a prayer that this aspect of our psychology might be better controlled. --John J. Miller

From Booklist
An ethics academic in Britain, Glover discourses on the dismantlement of absolute morality concepts
synonymous with Friedrich Nietzsche, and explicitly put into effect by the twentieth century's terrible
tyrants. To describe the release Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, and Pol Pot granted themselves from ordinary morality's
prohibitions against killing, Glover quotes their ideological justifications of creating a perfect human society.
Having opened this book with Nietzsche's pronouncements that man creates his morals, Glover's linking of
mass murder with that philosopher is direct, and, if not an original way of comprehending the sufferings
inflicted by dictators, it is worthwhile revisiting for those vexed by the apparent meaninglessness of
enormous crimes. Indeed, Glover is a direct writer, not given to the opacity that clouds many a discussion of
ethics. For instance, he narrates specific atrocities, and describes the psychological "traps" the triggermen
find themselves in as their rationales for their actions. The "trap" metaphor extends in Glover's view to
events such as World War I, and whatever dispute diplomatic historians will make with that, ethicists will
find profit in Glover's not totally bleak survey. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"An impressive and accessible analysis of 20th-century brutality."--Kirkus Reviews -- Kirkus Reviews

"Humanity is a . . . contribution to the immense labor of understanding some of the worst experiences
humankind has ever had." -- George Scialabba, Boston Globe

"There is much that is excellent in Humanity, especially Glover's lucid summary of the monstrosities of
Stalinism--indispensable." -- Shashi Tharoor, Los Angeles Times

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"This is an extraordinary book: brilliant, haunting and uniquely important." -- Steven Pinker, New York
Times Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Jenkins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Humanity: A
Moral History of the Twentieth Century? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Walter Knight:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Humanity: A Moral History of the
Twentieth Century. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Cynthia Olson:

This Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century without we know teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Humanity: A Moral History
of the Twentieth Century can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Humanity: A Moral History of the
Twentieth Century having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Sandra Fritz:

You can find this Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways



for you.

Download and Read Online Humanity: A Moral History of the
Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover #QSWDOBRLUGH



Read Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By
Jonathan Glover for online ebook

Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover books to read online.

Online Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover
ebook PDF download

Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover Doc

Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover Mobipocket

Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover EPub

QSWDOBRLUGH: Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century By Jonathan Glover


