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Werner Herzog's 2011 film Cave of Forgotten Dreams, about the painted caves
at Chauvet, France brought a glimpse of Europe's extraordinary prehistory to a
popular audience. But paleolithic cave paintings, stunning as they are, form just a
part of a story that begins with the arrival of the first humans to Europe 1.3
million years ago, and culminates in the achievements of Greece and Rome.

In Europe before Rome, T. Douglas Price takes readers on a guided tour through
dozens of the most important prehistoric sites on the continent, from very recent
discoveries to some of the most famous and puzzling places in the world, like
Chauvet, Stonehenge, and Knossos. This volume focuses on more than 60 sites,
organized chronologically according to their archaeological time period and
accompanied by 200 illustrations, including numerous color photographs, maps,
and drawings. Our understanding of prehistoric European archaeology has been
almost completely rewritten in the last 25 years with a series of major findings
from virtually every time period, such as Ötzi the Iceman, the discoveries at
Atapuerca, and evidence of a much earlier eruption at Mt. Vesuvius. Many of the
sites explored in the book offer the earliest European evidence we have of the
typical features of human society--tool making, hunting, cooking, burial
practices, agriculture, and warfare. Introductory prologues to each chapter
provide context for the wider changes in human behavior and society in the time
period, while the author's concluding remarks offer expert reflections on the
enduring significance of these places.

Tracing the evolution of human society in Europe across more than a million
years, Europe before Rome gives readers a vivid portrait of life for prehistoric
man and woman.
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Werner Herzog's 2011 film Cave of Forgotten Dreams, about the painted caves at Chauvet, France brought a
glimpse of Europe's extraordinary prehistory to a popular audience. But paleolithic cave paintings, stunning
as they are, form just a part of a story that begins with the arrival of the first humans to Europe 1.3 million
years ago, and culminates in the achievements of Greece and Rome.

In Europe before Rome, T. Douglas Price takes readers on a guided tour through dozens of the most
important prehistoric sites on the continent, from very recent discoveries to some of the most famous and
puzzling places in the world, like Chauvet, Stonehenge, and Knossos. This volume focuses on more than 60
sites, organized chronologically according to their archaeological time period and accompanied by 200
illustrations, including numerous color photographs, maps, and drawings. Our understanding of prehistoric
European archaeology has been almost completely rewritten in the last 25 years with a series of major
findings from virtually every time period, such as Ötzi the Iceman, the discoveries at Atapuerca, and
evidence of a much earlier eruption at Mt. Vesuvius. Many of the sites explored in the book offer the earliest
European evidence we have of the typical features of human society--tool making, hunting, cooking, burial
practices, agriculture, and warfare. Introductory prologues to each chapter provide context for the wider
changes in human behavior and society in the time period, while the author's concluding remarks offer expert
reflections on the enduring significance of these places.

Tracing the evolution of human society in Europe across more than a million years, Europe before Rome
gives readers a vivid portrait of life for prehistoric man and woman.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this richly illustrated, elegantly written guide to European prehistory, archeologist Price...takes us on a
remarkable journey from the very earliest prehuman cultures to the Iron Age of warfare, empires, and human
strife.... Focusing on dozens of specific sites at particular times, (e.g., Pincevent, France, 12,000 years ago),
Price's lush survey of major archeological sites in Europe provides a rich and engrossing introduction to what
he calls an 'extraordinary heritage.'"--Publishers Weekly

"Price takes readers on a grand tour of prehistoric Europe.... A great book for the lay reader as well as for
specialists."--Brian Renvall, Library Journal

"Archaeologist Price deftly covers a very wide range of significant European archaeological sites, and for
each does an extraordinary job of situating them in space, reviewing their discovery, and summarizing the
important contributions they make to understanding the past. He does this with abundant illustrations of the
countryside, the excavations themselves, artifacts, and reconstructions based on the sites.... [T]he volume
will have wide appeal, finding readers in college and university libraries and more generally in public
libraries, large and small. Highly recommended."--R. B. Clay, CHOICE

"Engagingly written and lavishly illustrated, this thoughtful, place-by-place survey to the latest discoveries at
65 important archaeological sites across Europe will serve as a wonderful introduction for undergraduates as
well as a fascinating guide-book for archaeological tourists, real and armchair."--David Anthony, Hartwick
College

"Europe Before Rome is an outstanding overview of European prehistory, a story of human accomplishments
known only through archaeology that established the foundations for later civilizations. By illuminating
landmark sites and placing them in a wider context, Professor Price has constructed a compelling and very
readable narrative of prehistoric life."--Peter Bogucki, Princeton University

"Douglas Price provides a new take on a popular European prehistory by narrating the many new discoveries
that reshaped our understanding of it during the last 25 years, intersected with overviews that contextualize
the evidence. It is a vitalizing approach, and one that will inspire the student and the general reader alike."--
Kristian Kristiansen, Göteborgs Universitet



"Europe before Rome is an excellent and highly readable overview of European prehistory, based on case
studies of over 60 of the most important archaeological sites in Europe, from the time of the first inhabitants
some million years ago to the end of the Iron Age with the Roman conquest. It is a clear and well-presented
introduction to European prehistoric archaeology for students and other interested readers at all levels."--
Peter Wells, University of Minnesota

About the Author

T. Douglas Price is Weinstein Professor of European Archaeology Emeritus at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. His books include Principles of Archaeology, Europe's First Farmers, and the leading introductory
textbook in the discipline, Images of the Past.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Chambers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of the Stone, Bronze, and
Iron Ages. Try to face the book Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of the Stone, Bronze, and Iron
Ages as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Carlos Reese:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site
Tour of the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of
the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages become your own personal starter.

Janet Thaxton:

This Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or
we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.



Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of the Stone, Bronze, and
Iron Ages in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Cassandra Rosas:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of the
Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Europe before Rome: A Site-by-Site Tour of the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages.
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