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Edmund Burke, long considered modern conservatism’s founding father, is also
widely believed to be an opponent of empire. However, Daniel O’Neill turns that
latter belief on its head. This fresh and innovative book shows that Burke was a
passionate supporter and staunch defender of the British Empire in the eighteenth
century, whether in the New World, India, or Ireland.  Moreover—and against a
growing body of contemporary scholarship that rejects the very notion that Burke
was an exemplar of conservatism—O’Neill demonstrates that Burke’s defense of
empire was in fact ideologically consistent with his conservative opposition to
the French Revolution. Burke’s logic of empire relied on two opposing but
complementary theoretical strategies: Ornamentalism, which stressed cultural
similarities between “civilized” societies, as he understood them, and
Orientalism, which stressed the putative cultural differences distinguishing
“savage” societies from their “civilized” counterparts. This incisive book also
shows that Burke’s argument had lasting implications, as his development of
these two justifications for empire prefigured later intellectual defenses of British
imperialism. 
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Edmund Burke, long considered modern conservatism’s founding father, is also widely believed to be an
opponent of empire. However, Daniel O’Neill turns that latter belief on its head. This fresh and innovative
book shows that Burke was a passionate supporter and staunch defender of the British Empire in the
eighteenth century, whether in the New World, India, or Ireland.  Moreover—and against a growing body of
contemporary scholarship that rejects the very notion that Burke was an exemplar of conservatism—O’Neill
demonstrates that Burke’s defense of empire was in fact ideologically consistent with his conservative
opposition to the French Revolution. Burke’s logic of empire relied on two opposing but complementary
theoretical strategies: Ornamentalism, which stressed cultural similarities between “civilized” societies, as he
understood them, and Orientalism, which stressed the putative cultural differences distinguishing “savage”
societies from their “civilized” counterparts. This incisive book also shows that Burke’s argument had lasting
implications, as his development of these two justifications for empire prefigured later intellectual defenses
of British imperialism. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"O’Neill’s analysis is a model of scholarship at its best: immersed in both original and secondary sources,
cogently argued, and comprehensive in scope."
(E.J. Eisenach Choice 2016-08-16)

From the Inside Flap

"Edmund Burke and the Conservative Logic of Empire is a book of great originality, intellectual power and
lucid argument, and a major reappraisal of Burke. The Burke who emerges from these pages is no proto-
liberal who later and paradoxically became a conservative in the aftermath of 1789. On the contrary, O'Neill
insists he was always a conservative and always an imperialist and that, with very few exceptions, his
thought was exceptionally coherent, consistent, and systematic. This is an impressive piece of
revisionism."—David Cannadine, author of Ornamentalism: How the British Saw Their Empire and The
Undivided Past: Humanity Beyond Our Differences
 
"Bold and original, Edmund Burke and the Conservative Logic of Empire is an important intervention in
debates about the history of imperial ideology and their continuing legacy. Challenging recent scholarly
trends, Daniel O’Neill presents a powerful case that Burke offered a consistent and distinctive justification of
empire, one that resonated through the nineteenth century and beyond."—Duncan Bell, University of
Cambridge

"Recent scholars have decided that Edmund Burke was neither a conservative nor an imperialist. Daniel
O'Neill assails those views and illuminates the modern politics of empire. His book is impeccably
researched, powerfully argued, elegantly written, and devastatingly persuasive. Don't miss it."—Don Herzog,
author of Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders

About the Author

Daniel I. O’Neill is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Florida. He is the author of
The Burke-Wollstonecraft Debate: Savagery, Civilization, and Democracy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leslie Jasso:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Edmund Burke and the Conservative
Logic of Empire (Berkeley Series in British Studies) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading
the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or acceptable book with you?



Manuel Arndt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Edmund Burke and the Conservative Logic of
Empire (Berkeley Series in British Studies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Packard:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Edmund Burke and the Conservative Logic
of Empire (Berkeley Series in British Studies) as your daily resource information.

Rafael Perez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Edmund Burke and the Conservative Logic of Empire (Berkeley Series in British Studies) can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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