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In Dime-Store Alchemy, poet Charles Simic reflects on the life and work of
Joseph Cornell, the maverick surrealist who is one of America’s great artists.
Simic’s spare prose is as enchanting and luminous as the mysterious boxes of
found objects for which Cornell is justly renowned. 
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
It's hard to do justice to the charm and power of Joseph Cornell's boxes. His reliance on collage, indifference
to technical display, and Surrealist mining of private obsession make him very much a modern artist, yet his
work also brings to mind bourgeois parlors, the tidy vitrines of collectors, and the odds and ends children
carry around for comfort and distraction. It is an art at once hermetic and matter-of-fact, sophisticated and
simple. Appropriately, this study is neither a straightforward critical account of Cornell's art nor a merely
literary embellishment of it, but rather a parallel text: written by Simic ( Hotel Insomnia ), one of our best
poets, it includes his own poems and reminiscences, as well as quotations from a variety of other writers.
Simic mingles biography and critical discussion with selections of writings from the artist's notebooks. The
book emerges as a piece of writing constructed along the enigmatic lines of Cornell's art. And that art, as
Simic sees it, gathers from the scattered pieces of the American past a new, redeeming reality; at heart, this
art is a religious practice. Only seemingly random, Simic's approach develops both the plain detail of
Cornell's life and illuminates the nature of his work. Illustrations.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Dime-Store Alchemy...is the most sustained literary response this far to Cornell’s boxes, montages, and
films...incisive, freewheeling, dramatic—a mixture of evocation and observation, as lucid and shadowy as
the imagination it celebrates...Dime-Store Alchemy is a meeting of kindred spirits that is itself a work of art.”
—Edward Hirsch, The New Yorker
 
“A beautiful book that evokes Cornell’s artistic spirit.” —Harper’s Bazaar

"Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell, [is] a fascinating long-out-of-print book that explores the
eccentric genius of the artist through the insightful and often obsessive lens of the poet Charles Simic, who
examines eight of Cornell's most remarkable boxes. It is, more than anything, a meditation on beauty and the
art of imagination. Simic's writing itself is a metaphor for Cornell's thoughtful collages, stitching together
elements of texts by some of the artist's favorite poets and authors....What makes Dime-Store Alchemy most
exceptional is the elegant parallel between the poetry of Cornell's work and that of Simic's narrative
interpretation of it, at once an embodiment of and commentary on the power of remix in creation." -- The
Atlantic

About the Author
Charles Simic is a poet, essayist and translator. He has published twenty collections of his own poetry, five
books of essays, a memoir, and numerous of books of translations. He has received many literary awards for
his poems and his translations, including the Pulitzer Prize, the Griffin Prize and the MacArthur Fellowship.
The Voice at 3 A.M., his selected later and new poems, was published in 2003 and a new book of poems My
Noiseless Entourage came out in the spring of 2005. His new ebook from New York Review Books is titled
Confessions of a Poet Laureate.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lamont Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell (New York
Review Books Classics) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell
(New York Review Books Classics) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell (New York Review
Books Classics). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Alice Rodriguez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell (New
York Review Books Classics) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kevin Lewis:

Why? Because this Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell (New York Review Books Classics) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Houston Estes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Dime-Store Alchemy:
The Art of Joseph Cornell (New York Review Books Classics) which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.
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