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Art interprets the visible world, physics charts its unseen workings--making the
two realms seem completely opposed. But in Art & Physics, Leonard Shlain
tracks their breakthroughs side by side throughout history to reveal an
astonishing correlation of visions.

From teh classical Greek sculptors to Andy Warhol and Jasper Johns, and from
Aristotle to Einstein, aritsts have foreshadowed the discoveries of scientists, such
as when Money and Cezanne intuited the coming upheaval in physics that
Einstein would initiate. In this lively and colorful narrative, Leonard Shlain
explores how artistic breakthroughs could have prefigured the visionary insights
of physicists on so many occasions throughtout history.

Provacative and original, Art & Physics is a seamless integration of the romance
of art and the drama of science...and exhilarating history of ideas.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Leonardo da Vinci's complex sequential drawings, of pigeon wings fluttering in flight and of patterns made
by fast-flowing water, anticipated time-lapse photography by 300 years. Surrealist painters' space-time
distortions seemingly foreshadowed Einstein's theory of relativity. Franz Kline and Kazimir Malevich
attempted to make abstract paintings devoid of image, color and light years before physicists fully accepted
the notion that black holes could exist. Using these and other examples, Shlain, a Northern California
surgeon, advances his thesis that art is precognitive: artists conjure up revolutionary images and metaphors
comprising preverbal expressions of the novel concepts later formulated by physicists. He roots his theory in
brain research and in a Jungian archetypal unconscious said to be stored in DNA strands. His provocative
discussion is rigorous enough to appeal to the skeptical scientist yet wholly accessible and engaging to the art
lover or general reader. Many potential connections between art and science are brought into full focus,
aided by scores of art reproductions, photographs and diagrams.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Shlain, a California surgeon, has bravely ventured into two disparate areas beyond the reach of his certified
expertise in the medical sciences. He presents herein a number of periods in the history of art and the history
of physics, comparing and contrasting the prevailing theories in each of these fields in different eras.
Although they are commonly seen as being very different--or even opposite--the author argues that there are
striking parallels in the histories of the two fields. He further states that "revolutionary art anticipates
visionary physics," thus asserting an actual connection between the two. The book is provocative and, of
course, likely to be controversial; physicists are especially likely to be skeptical of his thesis. Recommended
for academic and large public libraries.
- Jack W. Weigel, Univ. of Michigan Lib., Ann Arbor
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A California surgeon explores the striking parallels in the evolution of Western art and science in this
enlightening exploration of where ideas come from and how they enter the consciousness of a culture.
Though art and science are traditionally considered antithetical disciplines--with art dependent on intuition
for its development and science on logic and sequential thinking--both nevertheless rely on an initial burst of
inspiration regarding the nature of reality, and in Western culture the two have followed separate but
remarkably similar paths. Shlain offers detailed anecdotes from the history of Western culture--from the
ancient Greeks' penchant for single-melody choruses and blank rectangles, through the fragmented art and
science of the Medieval period, to modern art's redefinition of reality and the relativity revolution in science-
-to illustrate how major movements in art have generally preceded scientific breakthroughs based on
equivalent ideas, despite the artists and scientists involved having remained largely ignorant of one another's
work. Shlain's suggestion that scientists have not so much been inspired by artists but have received initial
inspiration from the same source--bringing to mind the possibility of a universal mind from which such ideas
spring--is an intriguing one that offers a new window through which to view the dissemination of knowledge
and ideas. A fascinating and provocative discussion--slow in coalescing but worth the wait. (Seventy-two
b&w photographs and 15 diagrams.) -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light. Try to the
actual book Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light as your friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Alice Rodriguez:

The book Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Art and Physics:
Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Marian Buell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and
Light had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The guide Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using
book Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Vickie Gilbert:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Art
and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So
, do you even now thinking Art and Physics: Parallel Visions in Space, Time, and Light is not loveable to be



your top list reading book?
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