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This book explores the West-Central African role in, and experience during, the
expansion of international society.

Building upon theoretical contributions from the English School of international
relations, historical sociology and sociology, it departs from Euro-centric
assumptions by analysing how West-Central Africa and West-Central Africans
were integral to the ways in which Europe and Africa came together from the
fifteenth century through to the twentieth. Initially, diverse scholarship concerned
with the expansion of international society is examined, revealing how the
process has often been understood as one dictated by Europeans. From there a
new approach is developed, one which is better able to examine the expansion as
an interactive process between individuals, and which puts the African
experience at the heart of study. The empirical research that follows this draws
upon primary sources to introduce a number of historically significant and
ground-breaking cases into international relations, including; the international
relations of West-Central Africa before the European arrival, the emergence and
growth of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, the attempts to ‘civilize’ Africa, and the
‘scramble’ to colonize Africa. This book argues that the expansion of
international society was driven by individual interaction, and was shaped by
both Africans and Europeans.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of international relations,
international relations theory, history, African politics, the English school and
constructivism.

Author John Anthony Pella introduces his book African and the Expansion of
International Society: Surrendering the Savannah
http://www.routledge.com/politics/articles/featured_author_john_anthony_pella/ 
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This book explores the West-Central African role in, and experience during, the expansion of international
society.

Building upon theoretical contributions from the English School of international relations, historical
sociology and sociology, it departs from Euro-centric assumptions by analysing how West-Central Africa
and West-Central Africans were integral to the ways in which Europe and Africa came together from the
fifteenth century through to the twentieth. Initially, diverse scholarship concerned with the expansion of
international society is examined, revealing how the process has often been understood as one dictated by
Europeans. From there a new approach is developed, one which is better able to examine the expansion as an
interactive process between individuals, and which puts the African experience at the heart of study. The
empirical research that follows this draws upon primary sources to introduce a number of historically
significant and ground-breaking cases into international relations, including; the international relations of
West-Central Africa before the European arrival, the emergence and growth of the trans-Atlantic slave trade,
the attempts to ‘civilize’ Africa, and the ‘scramble’ to colonize Africa. This book argues that the expansion
of international society was driven by individual interaction, and was shaped by both Africans and
Europeans.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of international relations, international relations theory,
history, African politics, the English school and constructivism.

Author John Anthony Pella introduces his book African and the Expansion of International Society:
Surrendering the Savannah http://www.routledge.com/politics/articles/featured_author_john_anthony_pella/ 
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Editorial Review

Review

This book not only throws light on important developments in world history, but it also makes a significant
contribution to the theoretical understanding of international relations. As such, it represents an important
contribution to the IR literature. In contrast to the euro-centric approach of the classical English School, John
Anthony Pella, Jr. provides a fascinating account of the evolution of international society in West-Central
Africa. A 'must' read for all those interested in English School theory and particularly those focusing on the
evolution of international society, as well as the study of the society of states at the regional level. Yannis A.
Stivachtis, Department of Poltical Science, Virginia Tech. Chair, English School Section, ISA.

Africa is all too often treated merely as a victim -- of European colonialism, or of its own conflicts,
epidemics, famines and corruption. What John Pella shows in this book is that African societies are agents --
agents who created their own international system and who actively have continued to interact with the rest
of the world. This is to take Africa seriously. This is also far more sophisticated scholarship. Erik Ringmar,
professor of political science, Lund University, Sweden.
 

About the Author

John Anthony Pella, Jr. is a Research Fellow at the Department of Diplomacy in the School for International
Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan University, China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Tuttle:

This Africa and the Expansion of International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International
Relations) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Africa and the Expansion of International
Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations) without we comprehend teach the one
who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Africa and the
Expansion of International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations) can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Africa and the Expansion of International Society: Surrendering
the Savannah (New International Relations) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.



Jennifer Dillon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Africa and the Expansion of International Society:
Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations) book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Jessie Davis:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Africa and the Expansion of
International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International Relations) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Pamela Dodge:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Africa and the Expansion of International Society: Surrendering the Savannah (New International
Relations) can make you feel more interested to read.
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