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In this critical darling Vermeer's captivating and enigmatic paintings become
windows that reveal how daily life and thought-from Delft to Beijing--were
transformed in the 17th century, when the world first became global.

A Vermeer painting shows a military officer in a Dutch sitting room, talking to a
laughing girl. In another canvas, fruit spills from a blue-and-white porcelain
bowl. Familiar images that captivate us with their beauty--but as Timothy Brook
shows us, these intimate pictures actually give us a remarkable view of an
expanding world. The officer's dashing hat is made of beaver fur from North
America, and it was beaver pelts from America that financed the voyages of
explorers seeking routes to China-prized for the porcelains so often shown in
Dutch paintings of this time, including Vermeer's. In this dazzling history,
Timothy Brook uses Vermeer's works, and other contemporary images from
Europe, Asia, and the Americas to trace the rapidly growing web of global trade,
and the explosive, transforming, and sometimes destructive changes it wrought in
the age when globalization really began.
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In this critical darling Vermeer's captivating and enigmatic paintings become windows that reveal how daily
life and thought-from Delft to Beijing--were transformed in the 17th century, when the world first became
global.

A Vermeer painting shows a military officer in a Dutch sitting room, talking to a laughing girl. In another
canvas, fruit spills from a blue-and-white porcelain bowl. Familiar images that captivate us with their
beauty--but as Timothy Brook shows us, these intimate pictures actually give us a remarkable view of an
expanding world. The officer's dashing hat is made of beaver fur from North America, and it was beaver
pelts from America that financed the voyages of explorers seeking routes to China-prized for the porcelains
so often shown in Dutch paintings of this time, including Vermeer's. In this dazzling history, Timothy Brook
uses Vermeer's works, and other contemporary images from Europe, Asia, and the Americas to trace the
rapidly growing web of global trade, and the explosive, transforming, and sometimes destructive changes it
wrought in the age when globalization really began.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thanks to Brook's roving and insatiably curious gaze, Vermeer's small scenes widen onto the broad
panorama of world history . . . The result is like one of Vermeer's trademark reflective pearls that magically
reveals a world beyond itself. A more entertaining guide to world history - and to Vermeer - is difficult to
imagine." - Ross King, author of THE JUDGEMENT OF PARIS, MICHELANGELO, and THE POPE'S
CEILING AND BRUNELLESCHI'S DOME

"From the epicenter of Delft, Brook takes his readers on a journey that encompasses Chinese porcelain and
beaver pelts, global temperatures and firearms, shipwrecked sailors and their companions, silver mines and
Manila galleons. It is a book full of surprising pleasures." - Jonathan Spence, author of THE DEATH OF
WOMAN WANG

"Elegant and quietly important . . . Brook does more than merely sketch the beginnings of globalization and
highlight the forces that brought our modern world into being; rather, he offers a timely reminder of
humanity's interdependence." - Seattle Times

"[An] elegant and quietly important book" - San Francisco Chronicle

"Brook utilizes the props in Vermeer's tableaux as starting points to journey into the cultural and economic
world of the time: A teacup pours forth the history of the porcelain trade with China, while a felt hat is traced
to beaver trapping in North America. It's a fascinating approach to cultural history, providing new ways of
thinking about the origins of commonplace objects." - Entertainment Weekly, A grade, EW Pick

About the Author
Timothy Brook received a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship for the work on which
this book is based. He holds the Shaw Chair in Chinese studies at Oxford University and is the author of
many books, including the award-winning Confusions of Pleasure.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Vermeer's Hat: The Seventeenth Century and the
Dawn of the Global World is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.



Ramiro Alvarez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Vermeer's Hat: The Seventeenth
Century and the Dawn of the Global World book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Marie Brenneman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Vermeer's Hat: The Seventeenth Century and the Dawn of the
Global World why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Richard Kitterman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Vermeer's Hat: The Seventeenth Century and the
Dawn of the Global World or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Vermeer's Hat: The Seventeenth Century and the Dawn of
the Global World to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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