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The role of Africa in the global economy is changing as a result of new corporate
strategies, changing international trade regulation and innovative ways of
overseeing the globalized production and distribution of goods. African
participants in the global economy are facing demands for higher levels of
performance and quality. Their responses have generated the occasional success
but also many failures. Noted researchers Peter Gibbon and Stefano Ponte
describe the central processes that are at the same time integrating some into the
global economy while marginalizing others. They show the effects of these
processes on African cou
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Editorial Review

Review
"Trading Down makes new, original, and creative contributions to understanding obstacles to African
economic development. With detailed treatment of sub-Saharan Africa's role in global value chains-placing
African performance squarely within the context of global capitalism-the authors bring much insight to a
problem (weak African economic performance) that still cries out for new ideas. The combination of
theoretical sophistication and detailed case knowledge is very impressive."-William Milberg, Associate
Professor of Economics, New School University "This is an exceptionally important piece of work. It
simultaneously achieves a number of important objectives. The first is to situate Africa-typically seen in
terms of marginalization-centrally on the landscape of specific post-adjustment forms of globalization and its
impact. Second, it performs an important empirical service by providing an account of the new high value
sectors (which extends beyond Africa of course). Third, it links convention theory with global value chains
(as part of a project that rethinks the political economy of contemporary forms of capitalism). And all of this
through a careful analysis of forms of governance and regulation and the ways in which quality and value are
now central to the 'new' economy."-Michael Watts, Chancellor's Professor of Geography and Development
Studies, University of California, Berkeley

From the Publisher
Examining the effects of integration and marginalization on African farms and firms

About the Author
Peter Gibbon is a Senior Researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies. Amongst his authored
works is A Blighted Harvest: The World Bank and African Agriculture in the 1980s. He has also edited
numerous books. Stefano Ponte is a Senior Researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies. He is
the author of Farmers and Markets in Tanzania: How Market Reforms Affect Rural Livelihoods in Africa
and co-author (with Benoit Daviron) of The Coffee Paradox: Global Markets, Commodity Trade and the
Elusive Promise of Development.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Trading Down: Africa, Value Chains, And The Global Economy book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with Trading Down: Africa, Value Chains, And The Global Economy content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking Trading Down: Africa, Value Chains, And The Global Economy is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Lisa Gaither:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Trading Down: Africa, Value Chains, And The Global Economy, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a publication.

Steven Peterson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be Trading Down: Africa, Value Chains, And The Global
Economy. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Chung England:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Trading Down: Africa, Value Chains, And The Global Economy
was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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