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Dubbed “Nietzsche without his hammer” by literary critic James Wood, the
Romanian philosopher E. M. Cioran is known as much for his profound
pessimism and fatalistic approach as for the lyrical, raging prose with which he
communicates them. Unlike many of his other works, such as On the Heights of
Despair and Tears and Saints, The New Gods eschews his usual aphoristic
approach in favor of more extensive and analytic essays.
 
Returning to many of Cioran’s favorite themes, The New Gods explores
humanity’s attachment to gods, death, fear, and infirmity, in essays that vary
widely in form and approach. In “Paleontology” Cioran describes a visit to a
museum, finding the relatively pedestrian destination rife with decay, death, and
human weakness. In another chapter, Cioran explores suicide in shorter,
impressionistic bursts, while “The Demiurge” is a shambolic exploration of
man’s relationship with good, evil, and God. All the while, The New Gods
reaffirms Cioran’s belief in “lucid despair,” and his own signature mixture of
pessimism and skepticism in language that never fails to be a pleasure. Perhaps
his prose itself is an argument against Cioran’s near-nihilism: there is beauty in
his books.
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Dubbed “Nietzsche without his hammer” by literary critic James Wood, the Romanian philosopher E. M.
Cioran is known as much for his profound pessimism and fatalistic approach as for the lyrical, raging prose
with which he communicates them. Unlike many of his other works, such as On the Heights of Despair and
Tears and Saints, The New Gods eschews his usual aphoristic approach in favor of more extensive and
analytic essays.
 
Returning to many of Cioran’s favorite themes, The New Gods explores humanity’s attachment to gods,
death, fear, and infirmity, in essays that vary widely in form and approach. In “Paleontology” Cioran
describes a visit to a museum, finding the relatively pedestrian destination rife with decay, death, and human
weakness. In another chapter, Cioran explores suicide in shorter, impressionistic bursts, while “The
Demiurge” is a shambolic exploration of man’s relationship with good, evil, and God. All the while, The
New Gods reaffirms Cioran’s belief in “lucid despair,” and his own signature mixture of pessimism and
skepticism in language that never fails to be a pleasure. Perhaps his prose itself is an argument against
Cioran’s near-nihilism: there is beauty in his books.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The aphoristic style of this French-Rumanian thinker has been rightly compared to Nietzsche. . . . The prose
(and this is a superb translation) is so lyrical that one wants to call it both art and philosophy."
(Kirkus Review 1974-10-01)

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author

E. M. Cioran (1911–95) was born and educated in Romania and lived in Paris from 1937 until his death. He
is the author of numerous works, including On the Heights of Despair, also available from the University of
Chicago Press. Richard Howard  is professor of writing at Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Sledge:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The New Gods will make you to be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

James Anderson:

The ability that you get from The New Gods will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but The New Gods giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The New Gods
instantly.

Patricia Stroud:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book. It



is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book The New Gods it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Randy Caldera:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
New Gods your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The New Gods
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?
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